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Introduction

In order to achieve completion of this brief 70 year History of the Group by 70th Anniversary Celebration Day (19/10/86), two members of the Sub‑Committee formed independently compiled sections of same, and a third member completed the extensive typing, photocopying and collating of material.

The Anniversary Sub‑Committee are anxious to supplement this record with further detail of interest and importance. We are hopeful that readers will be able to supply material in respect of some of the gaps and conjectures from their own knowledge. Alternately, others may be able to advise names of older residents of the area who may have memories of our Group in earlier times, and whom we can contact.

Unfortunately, there are no Group records in existence (to our knowledge) covering the first 20 years of operation. There is also little history at Victorian Scout Headquarters available to research for the same period. This results from an over‑zealous worker who decided on a wholesale clean‑up of old records some years ago. Nevertheless, some early records of registration details of boys and Scout Leaders have been retained and we record here our great appreciation to V.S.A. Archivists ‑ Commissioner A. R. (Dick) Milne, M.B.E. and Mr. M.(Mac) Stidston, who forwarded considerable detail to us. The latter was in respect of names of Leaders and boys together with dates of registration, promotion of Leaders etc., though even here there is a lapse of some years (1918‑1929).

It would be impossible in our brief history to refer to all but few personalities by name and those who have been given largely refer to 'those at the helm' ‑ senior Leaders and Presidents of Parents' Committee etc. We apologise for any noteworthy omissions therefore, and suggest any shortcomings should be made known to the Sub‑Committee so that the record can be put straight for the future.

We are also mindful of the fact that some of the earlier names mentioned bear no Christian name, as custom up to the 1950s generally recorded names in Minutes merely as Mr., Mrs., or Miss.
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As every Scout and Scout‑Leader will know, Lord Robert Baden-Powell brought to fruition his concept for the Scout Movement in 1907. The Movement flourished rapidly and spread from England to many parts of the world, particularly to member countries of the British Empire (as it was then known).

The first Scout Troop organised in Australia occurred in Sydney in the earlier part of 1908. Victoria followed the N.S.W. lead soon afterwards and about June 1908 the 1st City of Melbourne Troop was established and in quick succession 1st Malvern, 1st Caulfield and 1st Camberwell ('Melba’s Own') Troops were formed, though not necessarily in that order.

On 7th August 1916, 1st Glen Iris Troop was registered with 14 boys enrolled. Over the passage of time with re‑organisation by Victorian Scout Association (V.S.A.) the Troop title was changed in 1932 to 11th Camberwell, and again when Camberwell was split into three Districts in 1964 identification was changed to 1st Camberwell South ‑ the present title.

This is a history, necessarily brief, of the fortunes of this Glen Iris located Scout Group over the intervening 70 years. It is the story of the efforts of many people who have guided the Group through the years, involving many thousands of hours of dedication either as uniformed Leaders or as Parents' Committee members. The culmination of these efforts has seen excellent achievement of many boys, and in recent years girls, both during their Scouting years and afterwards as citizens of Australia.

The source of material has largely come from Group Minute Books kept since June 1937 of monthly meetings held by Parents' Committee and Reports made to those meetings by the Leaders. We are mindful that those Minutes may reflect the individual feelings of those who compiled them, but nevertheless from experience the writers tend to record those items on which due emphasis should be given. Supplemental to the Minute Books and the material supplied by V.S.A. conversation has been held with a number of persons associated with our Group in the years prior to 1966. Upon completion of 'the History' it is intended to give acknowledgement to these kind people.

The First 20 Years (1916‑1936)

From V.S.A. records the fourteen boys enrolled on 7th August 1916 were in order of registration (Nos.5472 to 5485 inclusive):

*Clarence Kennedy John Barter  *Sydney Geddes Edward Bruton  *Cyril Evans John Long  Arthur Barber John Horne

* Reg Whiter * Joseph Wright * Robert Whiter Albert Weymouth William Waddingham * Eric McPhail

* Denotes obtained their 'First Star' badge in due course. Other boys who were registered with lst Glen Iris during the remainder of the year were Vernon Sydney, Owen Coffee*, Frank Penman*, Victor Mullet, Cyril Norman, Alfred Hull* (later to become a well-known Minister of the Methodist Church), Robert McKay and Ronald Cook.

Also towards the end of 1916 ranks were swelled by the transfer of seven boys from 6th Malvern Troop. We are indebted to Mr.Garnet Johnson, a very dedicated Researcher for the Scout Movement in Victoria, for some notes on this transfer. Mr.Johnson recalls that 6th Malvern was registered on 4/6/1913, meeting at Holy Advent Hall on the corner of Kooyong and Wattletree Roads, under the leadership of Mr.Geoffrey ('Rolly') Harrison.

In the latter part of 1916, undoubtedly because of the high casualty rate suffered by the A.I.F., boys at the age of 14 years were drafted into compulsory military training. This decision had the effect of many boys having to leave Scouts, and as far as 6th. Malvern were concerned the name lapsed with the transfer of the aforesaid boys to our Troop ‑namely Senior Patrol Leader R.Harrison(Reg.No.2142), Patrol Leader Stewart Hanson(3694). Tom Cox (3696), Alex.Timms(3699), Arthur Affleck, Me Lee and Gilbert Jenkins.

The last named, who later became a Patrol Leader with our Troop, was tragically lost in Bass Strait in the mid‑1930s whilst piloting the 'Leonora' ‑ the plane which carried the mail etc. between Melbourne and Tasmania in those early days of airmail service. Arthur Affleck also became an air pilot, being the original pilot of the famous 'Flying Doctor Service'.

To highlight the growth of the Movement in spite of those dark davs of 'The Great War', the following boys with their registration numbers shown, joined lst Glen Iris between February and November 1917 ‑ H.Punch(6826), William Geddes(6827), Walter Burrage(8204), Fred Kennett(8205)‑, George Cummins(8206), W.Craig(8207), Cliff Littlejohn(8208) and E.T.Penny(8542). In giving those registration numbers of the boys it is interesting to also note that the annual recistration fee paid to Scout H.Q. in those times was one pe_^.ny per boy.

Prior to tae early 1920s when the Movement was organised into Districts of Victoria with a Commissioner (D.C.) appointed, Scout Troops appear to have been fairly autonomous. It was a case of 'doing their own thing' to a large extent, with some direction from H.Q. and of course earnest endeavor to closely follow the precepts of the book 'Scouting For Boys' written in 1906‑7 by Baden‑Powell (B.P).

Quite frequently in those early days the meeting place for boys in the Movement would be in a local Church Hall, and also not infrequently the boys were led by the local Parson. The first meeting place for the boys of 1st Glen Iris was at the hall attached to the Church of England Church of St James, and coincidentally the first Leader was a Mr James. To date we have not been able to establish whether the latter was a Minister of Religion or not.

In 1916 the Church above was situated close to the Glen Iris Railway Crossing at High Street, on the south‑east side. In later years the site was occupied by the Drayton and Garson Funeral Parlour. The latter also gave way to progress, being demolished mid1986 to enable construction of the Freeway Link connecting the South Eastern and Mulgrave Freeways.

The congregation of St James Church of our early Scouting days was moved, we understand, in the early 1920s to a new building on the corner of High Street and Burke Road ‑ a position currently maintained. With the latter move the old Church and hall were taken over by the Education Department, and there is good reason to believe 1st Glen Iris continued for several years to conduct their meetings during the occupancy of the latter, in the original hall.

The art of 'Camping' and the practice of 'Wood‑craft' arguably have been the most important elements of Scouting activities right from the outset. Though our Group had not been registered until August 1916, the boys nevertheless were taken by Mr James to the first of the Group's camps over the Christmas period of that year. Stewart Hanson, one of the boys we had noted earlier as a transferee from 6th Malvern still remembers quite vividly the thrill of that Camp conducted in the Mt Evelyn area.

There is a gap in our research from the earlier part of the 1920s as to precisely where meetings of our Cubs and Scouts were held but on reasonable assumption the hall of the old St James Church was used until a transfer was made to the hall of the Methodist Church situated in Glen Iris Road just north of High Street, Glen Iris. Certainly by 1928 this move had become effective and operated until approximately 1933.

By 1933 the situation of the boys' meeting place had changed once more. For reasons unknown at this stage, the Methodist Church Hall as a venue appears to have been lost, and boys of the time remember that Cubs at least held their meetings in the private home of Warranted Cub Leader Mrs I.M. Harris, whose span of control ranged from 1/11/32 until 20/9/37. Scouts, on the other hand, were meeting at that time in the hall of the Presbyterian Church, High Street, Glen Iris.

In the early 1930s period Cub Leaders were Mr W.J. Cooling (1930-32), followed by Mrs Harris (q.v. above) who received the assistance of Mr D.G. Boon from late 1933. In Scout section, the Leader for 1931 was Mr G.R. ('Tiny') Mills followed by Mr W. Reville from 1/10/32.

Mr G.S. (Sid) Fallshaw as G.S.M. was overseer of the Group operations from early 1930 to at least year's end 1932. He is remembered by boys of that era as a particularly fine leader. In respect of Mr.Boon and Mr.Reville their dedication to the Movement is reflected by the fact they each served as Warranted Leaders for some 12‑13 years.

About the time of departure from the Group of Mr.Cooling and Mr.Fallshaw, V.S.A. restructured the Groups of the Camberwell area and some 20 or so Troops within the Municipality were all designated with a 'Camberwell' affix, and lst Glen Iris became 11th Camberwell, Numbering sequence may have been in priority order of establishment though we cannot be sure. Certainly at the time of the further change in title which occurred circa 1964 when we became lst Camberwell South, the numbering sequence was made in accordance with original date of formation of the various Groups.

Sometime in 1935 the Cubs who had been meeting at the home of Mrs.Harris and the Scouts at the Presbyterian Church were conjoined under the one roof for permanent residence in the now familiar Ferndale Park area. This, however, was not the same site in the park where the hall now stands(1986).

Unfortunately all Camberwell Council records of buildings erected prior to 1939 within its boundaries have been destroyed due to space problems. However it seems beyond reasonable doubt that the Ferndale Park hall occupied by our Group about 1935 was erected specifically as a Scout Hall. Though of modest proportions ‑ approx. 20 feet by 24 feet and therefore little bigger than a double garage at least it was our own home and not subject to the exigencies of Church Trustees etc.

About 20 yards in from Glen Iris Road in the south‑east corner of the park our new home occupied the gently sloping south bank of what was then a creek (Back Creek). The upper contours of the latter long since filled in ‑ are nevertheless still evident today but give little indication that the bed of the creek at the junction with Glen Iris Road was perhaps 'up to 25 feet deep and became a raging torrent after heavy rain.' That Scout Hall is also remembered by the boys of the era as being ' below the level of the roadway.'

The 1930s

Though we can find no trace of Minute Books or other records prior to the middle of 1937, our earliest record shows the 'forming of Group Committee ‑ 11th Camberwell, Troop' in Minutes dated 22/6/37. What is left of V.S.A. Archives records that the Group was 'disbanded for two years ‑ 1936, 1937.'

However, the latter statement does not appear to be entirely correct as the June Minute states ‑ 'on 22nd.June 1937 Rev. Mr. Giles invited the parents of the Cubs to view their work and also to meet the new Cub Master, Mr.G.H.Topfer, as the Rev. Giles was being transferred to Tasmania.' A further note in the Minutes records that among the expressions of thanks to Rev.Giles' Mrs.I.M.Harris, the Lady Cub Mistress in charge of Cubs prior to Mr.Giles, also said a few words of thanks to the former on how he had kept the boys together at a most difficult time.'

In our records there is an Audited Statement of the Group's accounts for the year 1/7/37 to 30/6/38 which shows an opening balance of ₤3‑2‑0. Though seemingly small today(1986) this would not have been an insignificant sum for the time and lends further credence that our Group was operational at least throughout 1937.

Maybe the Cubs continued to operate over this period of 1936‑37 without a Parents' Committee as Mr.Giles in his parting remarks suggested 'it was now up to parents to stand behind their new Leader and form a Parents' Committee.' It was then resolved 'every Cub parent be a member of the General Committee' and t:^.e following were elected Office Bearers ‑ President: Mr. Wellington, Secretary: Mrs.C.Smith, Treasurer: Mr.Johns.

Although it would appear Cubs continued to operate throughout the V.S.A. 'disbanded two years' period, there is no doubt there had been a time lapse in the operation of a Scout. Troop. The November 1937 Committee meeting Minute noted 'Mr.Topfer reported he had now started a Scout Troop and this enables us to keep the lads when. they leave Cubs and not, as before, lose them as they had nowhere to go.' A notice advising formation of the Section had been placed outside the confectionery shop of Mr.Harris in High Street.

In any event, the June 1937 Committee was the fore‑runner of very strong and dedicated Committees which have prevailed over the ensuing 50 years ‑ albeit the number has generally been limited to a dedicated few as always seems to be the case in committees of this kind, whether for Scouts, School or Church.

The urgent job for the early Committees was to undertake improvements to the Scout Hall which of course meant fund‑raising activities to supplement Cub subscriptions of 2/6d per annum per boy. Monthly Card Nights(Flag Bridge) at the homes of parents were immediately embarked upon. At a charge of 1/6d per head the total of 0‑0‑6 collected by the end of this first year of operation showed the full support of all parents. Income recorded at 30/6/38 also included a Garden Party at the home of Miss Robinson who had joined as an Assistant Cub Leader (17‑10‑0), a Cub Concert (J6/14/0) plus Tennis and Camera tournaments. In all A31‑11‑8 was received in income that year, including Subscriptions from 18 boys of J2‑5‑0. Expenses for the year totalled JE18‑9‑0 which was mainly spent on hall repairs and improvements with much of the labour being provided by parent working‑bees.

During this same period under the excellent leadership of Mr.Topfer, Cubs flourished in spite of the Infantile Paralysis epidemic which hit Melbourne late 1937 and caused the Cub weekly meetings for some time to be held in the open in nearby Ashburton Forest. This forest was of quite sizable proportions and occupied all the area now designated as the Holmesglen Housing Estate. One imagines Cub nights held there would have inflicted no great hardship on the boys, indeed the stories of Rudyard Kipling's 'The Jungle Book' undoubtedly would have appeared more vivid as 'Mowgli' hunted 'Shere Khan'.

In April 1938 an Easter Scout Camp was held on the land of a Mr.Freeman at Lockwood. It is possible that 2nd.Camberwell/ South Camberwell Troop under Mr.Franklin(S.M.) may have joined in this Camp as use of our hall had been granted for Cub and Scout meetings of the latter Group during the month.

At 30/6/38, 11th Camberwell, bank balance stood at ₤16‑4‑8 and equipment included 3 tents with flys, 20 chairs (rented out from time to time at 2/‑ for 20 or 1/6d for 10) plus sundry camping gear. With its first year of operation completed this new Committee could feel well satisfied with its efforts. Their sights were now set on increasing the size of the hall with decision made to raise J30 and then approach Camberwell Council for a loan to cover the remainder of the estimated total cost of 1100.

The matter became more urgent when, in July, Mr.Franklin of 2nd Camberwell had to resign through ill‑health and all the equipment plus Cubs and Scouts wishing to do so were transferred from the latter to our Group. The transferees appeared to include Mr.W.F. (Bill) Henderson, who became A.S.M. of 11th Camberwell,

Mr.George Batten was elected President at the Annual Parents' Meeting on 26/7/38 (he had been Vice‑President since the initial 22/6/37 meeting) and his drive and enthusiasm were to influence considerably the growth of the Group by his presence on Committee over the next 12 or so years.

For the remaining 18 months of the 1930s Committee continued the monthly Card Evenings as a major source of revenue, supplemented by Picture Nights and two major efforts in a Bazaar at the Methodist Church Hall (Nov.1938) and a Gymkhana (September). The Bazaar added nearly k33 to funds, but owing to inclement weather on the day the 1939 event, into which considerable organising effort had been placed, was not quite so successful.

Some improvements to the hall, including its painting at a total cost of approx.₤35, were completed with considerable additions to equipment and at the end of 1939 approx. ₤25 was held in credit at the bank. As for the major hall extensions, these had to wait until the 1940s.

For those who remember the area around the Scout Hall of the late '30s it is interesting to read the Minute of 4/10/38 wherein Committee were urging Ferndale Park Trust ‘to have paths made in Glen Iris Road north and south of the creek and at both sides of the road, and also a foot‑bridge made over the creek’ ‑ the boys of the time were endangered because of having to walk on the road.

Scout growth and activities also continued apace during this period and by the end of 1938 Cubs numbered 36 (plus 4 waiting) and Scouts 20. The formation of a Rover Crew was also envisaged and at the Committee meeting of 29/11/38 Mr.J.A.Nairn gave a report on the subject of formation of this extension to Scouting activities.

Under the leadership of Mr.Nairn a Rover Crew did commence on 11/2/39 and, after early success, experienced some difficulty in maintaining numbers (Minute 26/9/39). On this score, one can well imagine the war in Europe would have been greatly occupying the minds of young men of Rover age.

In August 1938 Mr.Henderson assumed the role of Scout Master with Mr.Topfer becoming G.S.M. However, in Play 1939 Mr.Henderson resigned and Mr.Topfer and Mr.Nairn alternated for the Wednesday night Scout meetings.

The 1930s closed with a significant fund‑raising decision put into effect ‑ the holding of Dance Nights (Ballroom type). and the first of these on 16/12/39 proved very successful indeed both financially and socially. The venture was organised entirely by the Committee and involved hiring the Ashburton Hall in High Street (where the Shell Service Station now stands‑1986), as well as a Band, M.C., advertising, printing of tickets and refreshments catering.

The 1940s

In April 1940 the Committee accepted with great regret the resignation of Mr.G.H.Topfer who had given such sterling service to the Group over the preceding three years. Mr.Topfer had enlisted in the A.I.F. and all parents contributed towards a gift for presentation at a special farewell function held in mid‑June.

Mr.Nairn became Acting Group Leader and for a long period was involved in the conduct of both Scout and Rover meetings, as well as activities associated with District Rovers, plus the conduct of Sunday afternoon Services at the Scout Hall during 194041. Nevertheless Mr.Nairn had very loyal and very able assistance from Mr.Walter Watkins and Miss Evelyn Robertson as far as Cubs were concerned. As we have seen, these two good people joined the Group in the late 1930s and were now firmly established in the role of instructing and organising 8 to 11 year old boys.

Further relief came to the very hard working Mr.Nairn when Mr. Denis Robertson, brother of Evelyn, was appointed A.S.M. in August 1941. However, respite for Mr.Nairn was short‑lived for in addition to his activities in our Group he was also managing the Scout Troops of 8th. and 11th Camberwell, In July 1942 he was appointed Acting Assistant D.C.Rovers for the Camberwell District, and somehow still found time for the post of Treasurer of Rover Scouts H.Q. One wonders how he managed to engage in normal daytime business pursuits as well.

In spite of all the difficulties of manpower and materials shortages occasioned by World War 11, the Group continued to prosper throughout the period. With the success of the December 1939 Dance Night, which realised a Net Profit of15‑6‑0, fresh in mind, the Committee decided to hold a further one in March 1940. Ere long, continued successes established this form of funding into a regular once‑a‑month function for the next four years at the Ashburton Hall.

Scout Camps were regularly held over Christmas vacations, the one in 1940 being held at Warburton. By mid‑1943, Cubs had a roll call of 36 with a further 36 on the waiting‑list, whilst Scouts had in excess of 40 boys. There had been a decision back in 1940 that the Scout Troop should be limited to 32 boys to enable efficient operation because of the hall size. Undoubtedly it would have been almost impossible to turn away boys who had satisfactorily passed through Cub section and wished to continue on to Scouts.

Something had to be done about dramatically increasing the size of the Hall, although some extra space had been created by building a Store‑room at the back of the building in December 1940. Consideration had been given to the extension project as early as January 1939 and though some work was done at that stage(q.v. the 1930s), thoughts of major construction were temporarily shelved whilst endeavouring to clarify details of the Scout Hall tenure and determination of responsibility for the Hall insurance etc. From the Minutes, such determination proved to be a lengthy problem though eventually it was discovered that Camberwell Council did hold the Hall covered by insurance for a very modest sum.

The outbreak of war had also caused further shelving of the extension ideas because of the scarcity of building materials. However by late 1942 the situation had considerably stabilized and at the Annual Parents' Meeting of 28/10/42 it was resolved to open a Special Building Fund Bank Account. The General Account had been steadily building up and at 30/6/42 there was a credit balance of ak40‑12‑5. Receipts for the year amounted to 158‑11‑9 including proceeds from Dance Nights(144‑16‑7) and Card Evenings(C10‑14‑8). It is interesting to note that income from subscriptions amounted to only 12/6d for this financial year and it can only be assumed that the 2/6d p.a. per boy that had applied at least until 30/6/41 had been discontinued. The expenditure for the same period was 443‑10‑5 and was mainly spent on equipment for the boys, though i11‑2‑0 was donated to Red Cross (Glen Iris Branch) andjL5‑15‑0 spent on the purchase of War Savings Certificates as part of the Group's war effort.

In May 1943 quotes were examined for doubling the length of the Hall ‑ one for 1195 and the second at if142‑10‑0. On 22/7/43 the lower quote submitted by G.S.& J.R.Glover was accepted and by the end of October the work had been completed 'in a most satisfactory manner.' A plan to Camberwell Council for assistance to help defray the cost met with no success but in the event, x€100 was paid to the contractor on completion, as a result of excellent fund‑raising over the preceding 16 months ‑ Net Profits from Dances being 4123‑17‑0 and Card Evenings Z18‑13‑6.

It is noted at this point that the Group year for activities and summation of finances, previously terminating on 30th.June each year from 1937 to 1942, was changed in 1943 and for the future to 31st.October(hence the 16 months financial report). The change was effected by Committee in the fond hope that the warmer weather would bring forth better representation of parents other than Committee. Alas ‑ how times have not changed in this regard!

Dances (monthly) and Card Nights(now bimonthly) continued to dominate fund‑raising for the next year(to 31/10/44) though the excellent venue of Ashburton Hall was to be lost shortly thereafter in respect of the Dance Nights, with proposed alterations and conversion to a Picture Theatre. Nevertheless, Dances during that year raised 194‑1‑1, a short fall on the previous year profits, however being more than compensated by theZ62‑18‑6 (q.v.1943 jf l8‑13‑6) raised at the Card Evenings.

One can feel for the Leaders in the Group during those war years, relatively few in number to boys enrolled. Committee records for the period nevertheless constantly refer to Proficiency Badge awards, though names of boys so honoured rarely appear. However, the name of Rob Mitchell appears several times when he "passed his 2nd.Class Test in record time"(April 1943) and earned his Pathfinder's Badge in August of the same year.

In February 1944, Eric Laub was congratulated on attainment of his King's Scout Badge; this was particularly significant as it is the earliest record we have of achievement of this high Award in our Group. When Mr.Nairn was forced to resign as Scout Troop Leader for a time because of ill‑health in March 1945(he nevertheless continued on as Rover Leader), Eric Laub valiantly filled the former post pro‑tem and thus kept the Troop running smoothly.

At the Annual Parents' Meeting in November 1944, Mr.Nairn was able to report a second King's Scout Award ‑ being presented to Ross Edwards. Also during that year the boys earned four 1st.Class Badges, twenty 2nd Class, a Bushman's Thong, several 1st and 2nd Cords and a National Service Badge was awarded to the Rover Mate of the time. The number of Scouts then stood at 49 boys.

Rovers experienced a few 'bumpy' periods during the war years though numbers were mostly held at 8 to 10 young men. However, in February 1945 membership was 9 and that after losing several members to a new crew formed in Ashburton. The seemingly indefatiguable Mr.Nairn was always prominent in leading Rover parties on long hikes. Marysville to Buxton, Whittlesea to Hurstbridge, a four‑day hike to Phillip Island, jaunts through the Grampians and over the Baw Baws are samples of this pursuit.

At the May 1944 Parents' Meeting it was reported that Rover member Sinclair Miller had gained his Rambler's Badge. This meritorious achievement entailed walking 100 miles through rough country as well as sketching and mapping en rout. The same young man also secured the unusual award of the Red Bar for all‑round proficiency in Rovering activities. After service with the Armed Forces, Sinclair rejoined our Group as A.S.M.(1945‑47). Today(1986), he is universally known throughout the land as 'Mick' Miller, Victoria's highly respected and popular Chief Commissioner of Police.

. As we have previously noted, Cubs were very fortunate in having very stable direction under Mr.Watkins ('Lone Pine') and Miss Robertson ('Bagheera') throughout the war years. One of the Cubbing highlights occurred on 18/9/43 when the boys formed a Guard of Honour at the marriage of these two very popular Leaders.

After marriage Mr. & ‑P4rs‑:‑Watkins moved to the Caulfield area but fortunately continued their Cub leadership in the Group. Their memories today(1986) are of very happy and enjoyable times spent with the boys of those earlier years. As a secondary consideration they remember the rush of getting to the Scout Hall on time when Cub night came around each week. After getting home from work "tea was usually eaten on the run" and a considerable rapport was built up with the tram drivers on the Glenhuntly Road route. The latter frequently stopped the tram in‑between 'Stops' to pick up our two hurrying stalwarts.

In those days, that tram continued over Dandenong Road through to Malvern Town Hall. From thence it was a connection with the High Street tram to the Glen Iris terminus. If in luck, a bus would be waiting for the last leg of the journey, otherwise a fast 'jog' to the Hall was required._ There is remembrance too that Scouters of that era purchased their own uniforms costing approx.₤3 in all, which would have been equivalent to somewhere near the average weekly wage of the period.

The obvious esteem in which the Group was held, and perhaps Cubs in particular, is reflected by the fact that over this period the Cubs maintained a strength of six 'Sixers'(36 boys) with as many again on the waiting‑list. The monthly reports to Committee always showed nearly 100% attendances and a high level of Proficiency Badges achieved.

In community service, the Group played its part in the nation's war effort. There were constant collections of scarce metals and the like. A Minute of March 1942 records that over three tons of aluminium were collected by the boys in one 'Drive'. At the very first of the many fund‑raising Dance Nights, Committee voted that 50% of net profits were to be donated to the local branch of the Red Cross. These donations were maintained throughout the war apart from several short periods when the Red Cross share was reduced to 25% because necessary Hall additions and improvements had to be undertaken.

A July 1943 Minute notes that "as a result of the four Dance Nights held March to June inclusive, jE17‑5‑0 was given to Glen Iris Red Cross ‑ the largest donation ever received by them at any one time from any one source." Of course larger donations were given by the Group in total for the remainder of the 1943 year, and also in 1944.

Our Servicemen were not forgotten either in a direct way, for in August 1942 eight men from the Air Force and six from the Navy were invited to the Dance held that month. From thence onward such invitations became a regular feature; moreover the boys in uniform were usually invited to dinner beforehand at the homes of Group parents. On 'the reverse side of the coin' the Group was not forgotten by the young men serving in the Armed Forces who had received training and instruction in Scouts and Rovers of 11th Camberwell, Rover Crew mention receiving letters from Sinclair Miller, Bob Batten, Keith Laub and John Packard.

The advent of V.P.Day in August 1945 also marked a verbal intimation from the Ferndale Park Trust that the Scout Hall would have to be moved to another site in the Park. This decision appears to have been prompted by complaints from three nearby residents of "the noise factor day and night and lack of conveniences at the Hall." It is interesting to note on this score that Mr.Watkins reported to the September meeting that in his six years as Cub Leader there had never been any complaints of noise etc. until this year.

In the event however, this item of news from the Trust forestalled proceeding with a plan for which a 170 quote had been obtained to erect a verandah 36 feet by 12 feet, plus a Scouters' Office and a Conference Room of 16 Squares and height of 10 feet. The Rovers who had just completed painting the Hall may, however, have felt just a little frustrated. Anyhow, the Committee were able to direct their attention not only to the site relocation but also towards a major extension of the Hall itself.

A Parents' Sub‑committee to examine the two problems was quickly formed and quite a number of meetings ensued. The considerable volume of Minutes recording these meetings showed the great amount of detail that had to be resolved by the Sub‑committee of Messrs.Batten, Nairn, Watkins, Thorpe, Williamson, Edwards, Tudball, Lamond and Pacey. The latter ‑ Mr.Bob Pacey, had joined the Group in May as Scout Master, coming from 4th Camberwell where he had been A.S.M; his association with our Group was of considerable help to G.S.M.'Skip' Nairn.

The Group was fortunate to have two professional people included in the Sub‑committee. Mr.Watkins, an engineer by Profession, showed excellent draughtsmanship in presenting a detailed plan (Sept. 1946) for discussion. The Group still has these drawings among its memorabilia, and the ultimate very fine looking building could be achieved in four separate stages including one of modification to the existing structure, yet each stage had the ability to dove‑tail into the next stage as funds became available. Though Mr.Watkin's vision does not bear close resemblance in external appearance to today's (1986) hall, resulting from the major building programs of later years(1957 and 1963) there are, nevertheless, a number of features incorporated in the existing floor plan.

Mr.Edwards, father of Ross whom we had noted earlier as one of our King's Scouts, was an architect, and so naturally his voluntary help and advice was of inestimable value to the sub‑committee and the Group.

The north‑east corner of the Park was selected as the best position for re‑location and approval for this was granted by the Park Trust and the Council Building Inspector. At least there was satisfaction in knowing that Council would be paying for the cost of the move of the existing construction.

Along with this exercise of re‑location and planning of extensions to the hall, the General Committee were meanwhile very much involved in looking towards increasing revenue to pay for the second objective. The very profitable Dance Nights of 1940‑44 had been lost as a revenue source for the whole of 1945 due to the conversion of Ashburton Hall to a Picture Theatre. To supplement the Picture Nights and Card Evenings income it was decided to embark upon a Carnival of substantial proportions to be conducted at Ferndale Park covering a period of six days. This was set down for 15th. to 20th.February when it was expected the hall re‑location would have been completed. Apart from S.E.C. wiring the latter was effected on 30th.January.

There is no record in the Minutes of the close proximity of these two major events causing any 'heart tremors' to the Committee of the time, but one imagines at the current time of writing this history a similar committee would be beset by considerable fears in achieving the same necessary chronological sequence of events. Unions were obviously more understanding back in 1946!

In the Carnival planning thinking was big, and a number of Carnival equipment suppliers and operators were consulted. The equipment. and services of a Mr.E.Biggs was finally settled upon. The latter provided a Merry‑go‑round, a Chair‑o‑plane, four games and riding ponies for a 50/50 share of proceeds.

To help publicise the event the services were engaged of well known Entertainer and Radio personality of the time ‑Mal Vercoe plus his talking‑doll 'Ginger'. The latter visited the various schools in the locality beforehand to 'whet the appetites' of the children and he also appeared at the Carnival itself on several of the days. In the event, securing the services of such a prime personality must have paid off as the financial statement of the. Carnival records a marginal note against the j627‑15‑9 cost "he earned us 135‑11‑6". The total gross receipts of 1539‑2‑6 gives us some indication of the size of the venture Committee had undertaken. The latter and all the many helpers would have been gratified with the large sum for those days of i 176‑8‑9 added to Group funds to bring the new credit balance to jE293.

The second half of the 1940s produced several changes in Scouter personnel. Mr.Bob Pacey resigned at the end of January 1946 as he was leaving Australia for several years to go to Nauru. The gap created was filled temporarily by Mr.Nairn and Mr.Eric Laub(our first King's Scout). However in May 1946 Group regained the services of Mr.Denis Robertson who had now returned from overseas service in the Armed Forces. Mr.Robertson had been a Patrol Leader then Troop Leader in our Group during the late 30s and very early 40s, and as we noted earlier, was for a short time prior to enlistment appointed A.S.M. (Aug 1941). We were fortunate indeed to secure Denis in his new role as Scout Master. In 1986 he is still active in the Movement as Commissioner for Eastern Region.

It is worthy of mention here that the Robertson family had a long association with the Movement. Apart from Denis, his elder sister Evelyn had been serving as A.C.L.('Bagheera') in our Group since mid‑1938 when as a young lady of 17 years she received special permission from D.C.'Boss' Currey to undertake her Wood Badge Course.* Mr.Robertson Senior had a connection with the Movement which went back to 1910 when he was a Cub/Scout in New Zealand. Mr. & Mrs.Robertson were active in assisting the Group in fund‑raising efforts and Committee affairs since the end of 1937, and Mrs.Robertson was a Vice‑president during 1947‑48.

The end of 1946 marked a sad occasion for the Cubs when their popular Leader 'Lone Pine'(Mr.Watkins) with service to the Group of approximately 7h years left for overseas. On the 19th.November the boys held a large party and made a presentation to him. In the short term Mrs.Watkins(nee Robertson) carried on as Cub Leader with younger sister Betty joining the Group as A..C.L. Mrs.Watkins was also farewelled in style by the Group on 24/4/47, prior to her departure overseas to join her husband. A Wrist Watch was presented and Commissioners Diamond and Nairn spoke highly of her nine years of dedication given to the Cub Pack.

Although the departure of Mr.& Mrs.Watkins was a great loss, Cub Pack nevertheless continued strongly under the direction of Misses Robertson and James with assistance from two Senior Scouts Bruce Lamond and James Blackwell. The long waiting‑list which had prevailed throughout the war years and beyond (43 in May 1947) gave considerable concern to all in the Group. Finally, in early February 1948 a second Pack was formed to alleviate the problem.

Though mention of Cub Leaders during the second half of the 40s is fairly scant after the departure of Mr.& Mrs.Watkins and Miss Betty Robertson who was also lost to the Group by transfer to Canberra in August 1947, warranted leaders included Miss B.F.Stevens and Miss J.E.James. Mrs.B.L.Hobbs and Miss Nancy Sedman also were to serve the Cubs well for some years, and male leadership was supplied by Mr.Brian Reynolds, Mr.Ian Duncan and Mr.Bruce Lamond. Bruce was later to serve for some six years as a Warranted Scout Leader(A.S.M.)

The Committee Minutes do, however, contain ample evidence of a high level of Cubbing with many references to Achievement Badges, camps, outings and .participation in District Sporting competitions and Field Days‑ It is noted that Pack won the Riddle Trophy at the District Field Day in March 1947.

By May 1948 the two Cub Packs each had an enrolment of 24 boys under the charge of Miss JOneS('A'Pack) and Miss James and Mrs.Hobbs ('B'Pack). The boys in 'B' Pack wore green jumpers to distinguish them from the navy blue worn by 'A' Pack ‑ a distinction no longer maintained.

* ‑ Leaders then, as now, normally had to be 18 years or over.

In addition to normal Cubbing pursuits the boys were often involved with Community work. Along with the older Scout boys in this immediate post‑war period, they took part in clothing collections for United Nations appeals(U.N.R.R.A.) for refugees of the war‑torn European countries. Many readers may also well remember the "Food for Britain" appeals of this period, and our boys' efforts in this regard are noted in the Minutes on at least three occasions. In May 1947, 888 articles plus f6‑1‑2 in cash were collected, and in August of the same year and again in June 1948 over 1200 articles plus approximately 15 in cash were collected on each of the two occasions. No doubt Committee and parents would have been very much involved in the parcelling of the articles of food.

The Scout Troop in this period also remained strong and maintained at 30 or more boys in 1946‑47 under Mr.Robertson. Senior Scouts (later to be titled 'Venture Scouts') were commenced on 6th May 1947, thus dividing Scout Section into two new Sections ‑ boys 12 to 15 years and boys 15 to 18 years. At the first meeting there was an attendance of only 7 boys in Seniors, though apologies were received from others. There ensued a somewhat 'shaky start' for this new Section because of the difficulty in attracting boys of the older age group. At the outset Committee noted "45 invitations were sent out but schooling interferes with most, making it impossible for them to attend." So, though the Group today may have thought the latter problem became manifest in more recent times, it obviously has been with us for some 40 years. Anyhow, a year after formation the Senior Troop numbered 10 boys.

Scout activities branched out into new areas, and in July 1948 Mr.Robertson initiated the publishing of "Scoutabout", as a monthly newsletter. Shortly thereafter, Mr.Tudball, who was a committee member of many years' standing was appointed Publicity Officer for the Group.

The Troop was always well represented in District Competitions Camps, football matches, swimming sports and the like. In the 1946 Sports we produced a good result in the Swimming Competition with Thirds in both Junior and Aggregate. There were 19‑20 Troops in the Camberwell District at the time. Christmas 1948 provided a great highlight for 14 of our Scouts who attended the Pan‑Pacific Jamboree held at "Yarra Brae" (Wonga Park).

Honours came to the Group, and three boys in particular, when the King's. Scout Badge was presented during 1949 to I.M.McGown, R.W.McGown and A.S.Duncan. These followed a gap of some three or four years for the Group since presentation of the Award from our initial two recipients(see 1944‑45).

At the February 1949 Committee meeting Mr.Robertson who been Acting G.S.M. voiced an appeal, familiar to all Scout Groups over many years of Scout history. His plea was for "more Leaders as we have only 5 where 12 are needed." Mr.George Aspinall, a parent who had served on the Committee for most of the preceding twelve months was one who answered this call, advising his preparedness to undertake Warrant Training. This commenced a close association with the Group which was to continue for many years into the future.

Mention should be made here of the Girl Guide Movement which was granted use of our. Hall and operated in close harmony with our Group over many years. Application by the Guides to use the Hall one night per week was granted in February 1945. By November of that year Guide numbers were 34 with a waiting‑list. A great event for the girls in particular was a Rally to meet World Chief Guide Lady Baden‑Powell at the Showgrounds on 22nd November 1947. The Rally was also strongly attended by our Cubs and Scouts.

In addition to the Guides annual donation of ,₤1‑0‑0‑ for use of the Hall during this period, assistance was frequently given to the Group when fund‑raising ventures were embarked upon. Direct monetary help was also forthcoming and a gift of try‑5‑0 towards the Hall Building Fund was gratefully received by the Scout Group in March 1949.

One of the Guide Leaders during this period, Mrs.Shillington, frequently attended our Parents' Committee monthly meetings and gave reports on Guide activities. Further ties were cemented between the Guides and ourselves when Mrs.F.M.Aspinall(wife of George) was appointed Hon.Secretary of the Parents' Committee, serving the former in early 1950.

During these last five years of the 1940s, the Parents' Committee continued to function at a high standard under the Presidency of Mr.R.J.(Bob) Lamond ‑ a standard set under the direction of Mr.H.G. (George) Batten (July 1939 to November 1944) and Mr.L.G.Ritchie(Nov. 1944 to Nov.1945). The influence on Group progress over some 15 or 16 years exerted by Mr Batten and Mr.Lamond between them was obviously considerable, though many others on the Committee of the time served long periods.

As always, the main task of the Committee was to raise funds to provide adequate Hall facilities and provide equipment for the boys. Largely due to difficulties of procuring building materials, mentioned in Minutes several times in this period, no major extensions to the Hall were undertaken. Finances, however, were being built up continuously so the Group was well poised to effect major extensions when time was ripe. In April 1948, f1400(eauivalent to about $20,000 in 1986 values) was invested in the Commonwealth Government Security Loan, on long term, still leaving in excess of f100 in the Bank account.

Equipment was being constantly up‑dated.. Late in 1945, 2 tents at i'7 each were purchased from Military Surplus Stores ‑ a great bargain ‑ and the latter were supplemented by purchase of further tents and flys in 1946 for 148, to give but a sample of this sort of expenditure. No doubt this back‑up by the parents would have helped our boys present themselves to the best of their abilities when engaged in District and other competitions. The District Easter 1948 three‑day camp for the Sir Godfrey Phillips Cup and held at Blackburn resulted in our boys gaining equal first place along with 15th Camberwell.

Throughout 1945 the Committee had tried desperately, but to no avail, to replace Ashburton Hall as a venue for the highly successful Dance Nights of earlier years. An approach to Camberwell Council was made in February 1946 for use of their Hall. Two approaches in respect of the latter had been made without success during 1945, but persistence paid off in the end and April saw the commencement of monthly Saturday night Dances in the main hall of the Town Hall, and this major source of revenue was off and running again. By the end of October that year Dance Nights had netted almost X60. Considerable publicity and advertising, though costly, obviously paid off and the August Dance produced an attendance of 239.

Parents and older boys associated with the Group at that time will undoubtedly remember the Gala Cup Eve Dances conducted in 1947 and 1948 which were social as well as financial highlights. Admission charges for the 1946 event were raised from the normal 2/6d to 3/6d and almost J24 in Net Profit resulted, with a similar tally for 1947. No doubt Bob Tanner's "Mugsies Jump Band" would have attracted many a 'high flyer' to the 1947 occasion.

Shortly thereafter, Committee were once more to be thwarted in the conduct of their Dance Nights. In February 1948 the Town Clerk wrote to advise that the Town Hall would no longer be available to the Group as Council "wished to keep one Saturday night open so that Church and other charitable organisations could hire it if they required." One can sense the feeling of great disappointment of Committee on reading their comment in the Minutes that followed "we think it is a fine idea but cannot understand why we should be the ones to lose our night." Representations to several Councillors unfortunately could not change the situation, so once more Committee were in the business of seeking a suitable Dance venue.

Success seemed assured when a recently built R.S.L.Hall at 1163 High Street, Malvern(now an antique furniture shop) was secured as a venue and the first Dance was held there in June 1948. In spite of good advertising in "Progress Press","Malvern Spectator" and also in local buses and shop windows there was a very small attendance. Not daunted, Committee embarked on much wider publicity for the next Dance. As well as the local papers, a notice was inserted in "The Herald" and free 'air‑time' was given by 3DB and 3AW. Alas this secondoccasion also resulted in a net loss. The hire of the Hall at f6‑6‑0(compared to Camberwell Town Hall at 13‑17‑6) would have had considerable effect, and it appears from the Minutes that the R.S.L. were less than helpful when it came to advertising the event on the outside of the Hall. This was a pity as a very good relationship existed between the local (Glen Iris) R.S.L.and our Group. On several occasions in these years we had combined in the conduct of Fetes, sharing profits on a 50/50 basis.

Thereafter, Dance Nights of this style (Ballroom Dancing) as a regular feature were removed from the list of Group fund‑raising activities. Card Evenings, however, continued throughout the 1940s' to enjoy the same popularity achieved from 1937. The 1949 financial year provided J66 in profits from this source. Mostly throughout these years the Card Evenings were held in the private homes of Group members or at times in the Glen Iris Methodist Church Hall. In late 1948 the Scout Hall itself became the main venue and, with a feeling for the 1949 winter months approaching, Committee voted to purchase a built‑in 'Wonder Heat Fire'. No doubt this installation would have gladdened the hearts of parents, Scouters and boys alike.

As we mentioned previously, major Hall extensions were deferred over this period but, nevertheless, renovations and improvements were constantly carried out. In May 1948 it was found necessary to renovate the front room of the Hall due to subsidence of the flooring caused by drainage problems in that particular area not envisaged when the Hall was re‑located. In any case, it was not the result of leaking water‑lines or taps at the Hall. After agreement with those Clubs associated with the nearby Cricket Pavilion to share costs, representation was made to Council to effect water connection. The approach was first made late in 1947 but by the end of July 1948 the various parties involved were still awaiting Council approval. Achievement of the objective must have occurred shortly thereafter as there is no further mention of the subject in later Minutes.

The Hall‑front renovations, with indeed an enlargement of that area, were carried out by a parents' working bee in August 1948 with Mr.Robertson(Senr.) providing, as a donation, most of the timber needed. Further considerable work on the Hall was effected in 1949 as evidenced by the amount of X75 shown in expenditure of the financial report of that year.

From time to time donations from parents and other interested local people further enhanced the Hall. Dr.Robinson, resident in Toorak Road, Hartwell, donated a substantial flag pole plus flags and Mr.Mitchell, parent of Rob, presented a fine portrait painting, executed by Mr.Mitchell himself, of Lord Baden‑Powell. This acquisition still graces the Hall today.

Purchase of new and replacement equipment was continued throughout the period, shown by the fact that Insurance Cover for this item had increased from L200 at the end of 1947 to 1335 at the end of 1949. At the latter date the Hall itself was covered for iC1000 (about $50,000 in 1986 values).

Mention of our John Gardiner Rover Crew in Group Committee Minutes in the second half of the 1940s is fairly scant, certainly not through disinterest on the part of General Group Committee. As part of their training, Rovers operate as an entirely selfsufficient entity and thus inter‑alia keep their own records of proceedings. In any case, a separate 50 year history of the Crew is currently being compiled by one of our longest serving members as Cub, Scout, Rover and Scout Leader ‑ Phillip('Chesty')Garland.

However, Group Minutes of March 1946 notes our young men of the above Section attended a Rover Moot at Eltham, and over the Christmas period prior to this had participated in an eight‑day hike to Mansfield. Numbers were fairly small at 10 or less "due to Night School courses undertaken by many" of the young men of that age group. In July 1947 our Crew combined with 13th.Camberwell who were experiencing similar problems.

In spite of the above problems Rovers, nevertheless, continued to function effectively with good leadership. It is noted that Keith Laub gained his Rover Instructor's Badge in 1946, and in 1947 Bruce Peggie passed his training course as Assistant Rover Leader. Throughout, although heavily involved with District duties, Mr.Nairn continued to maintain his interest in our Crew.

It would be remiss of us not to mention the excellent Minutes kept of Committee meetings all through the 1940s. Following upon Mrs.Edith Smith who was Secretary in the late 1930s, Mr.C.A.Busch, Mr.J.Gibbon and Mr.C.Martin were responsible for the reporting until November 1945, when Mr.Tudball took over for the remainder of the decade, assisted in the latter part of the period by Mrs.Begelhole.

As mentioned at the outset of this history, there were many persons who served in Committees of the period, frequently for long periods, and not infrequently both father and mother of a boy regularly attended. To these good people we apologize for not recording some individual names.

A highlight for the period was undoubtedly the presentation of the rarely bestowed 'Thanks' Badge to Mrs.Robertson at the Annual Parents' Meeting of 1949 (held February 1950). As previously mentioned she had been involved with our Group since 1937, including Committee membership most of the time.

The 1950s

The happy marriage of fine Scouter Leadership with strong Parents' Committee support so evident in the 1940s continued throughout this next decade. Whereas the former period produced considerable growth for the Group under the excellent leadership,

. for most of the decade, of G.S.M.Bruce('Skip') Nairn, the follow​

ing ten year period also produced another striking personality in George('Skip') Aspinall.

As we saw earlier, Mr.Aspinall answered the call to parents to take up Scouting (Feb.1949) and, true to his promise at the time, he quickly completed Warrant Training, and rapidly progressed through the ranks as A.S.M., then S.M. and so on to G.S.M. Also during his period at the helm he was strongly supported by Mrs.Aspinall who, as a Parents' Committee member, receives frequent mention in minutes for her efforts in fund‑raising activities.

This fortunate progression of highest quality Scouter Leadership referred to above, was also reflected in the continuation of excellent Parents' Committee support. The 1940s produced almost uninterrupted tenures of Presidency in the persons of Messrs. Batten and Lamond. Mr.Lamond, in fact, did continue in this post until May 1952 when, by rotation from the vice‑Presidency position, various Committee members occupied the Chair for periods of shorter duration. Mr.G.O.Rigby was President for two years from May 1952, followed by Mr.D.McGown (2 years), Mr.A.L.Fincher (1 year), Mr.G.R. Hogg (1 year), Mr.A.L.Trewavis (1 year) and Mr.D.McEwen (2 years).

' In addition to the Presidents of the 1950s listed above the

Group was also well served in Executive capacity supplied by VicePresidents Mr Tudball, Mr.Ritchie and Mrs.Robertson, and towards the end of the decade Messrs.Graham and Newsome plus other names already mentioned in connection with the President's post.

The important role of Secretary was encompassed by Mr.L.Stanton for the first three years, followed by Mr.H.R.Jennings (1953‑58 inclusive), whilst the position of Treasurer was filled by Mr.M. Crawford (1950‑54 inclusive) and Mr.A.N.Wilson (1955‑58 inclusive). In May 1959 Mr.Wilson became Secretary, exchanging with Mr.Jennings who then became Treasurer.

There were many others who served in General Committee for long periods and whose names should merit remembrance, but space precludes such a listing. We cannot, however, pass by the name of Mrs.Lamond, a tireless worker over many years, nor Mrs.Begelhole, who was always to the fore in fund‑raising ventures (she was also Assistant Secretary for several years). These two fine ladies were justly rewarded by presentation of the 'Thanks' Badge in May 1955.

Other Committee members whose efforts were similarly rewarded had been Mr.Lamond (August 1952) and Messrs.Crawford, Rigby, McGown and Nash (May 1954). Mr.Crawford, we had noted, served as Treasurer for five years and the latter three members, after stints as Presidents, had become the Building Sub‑Committee for a number of years. In May 1957 Mr.Jennings was awarded the 'For Service' Badge; in all he occupied the post of Secretary for six years and Treasurer for one year until his move to a country area at the end of 1959.

Mr.G.Batten had earned his 'Thanks' Badge earlier in the Group's history, but during this decade he was also presented by Girl Guides with their 'Thank You' badge (May 1952). Like other former Presidents Mr Batten continued on Committee as a Trustee serving in this capacity until 1957 with Messrs.Tudball and Ritchie, then with Messrs.Rigby and Lamond (1958‑59 inclusive).

In February 1951 Committee congratulated Mr.Kimber on the award made to him of the 'Medal of Merit for Scouting.'

Though the turnover of Cub and Scout Leaders during the 1950s did occur a little more frequently than the previous decade there was, nevertheless, a continuity of purpose and instruction for the boys with Mr.Aspinall at the helm throughout almost all the period. In Cub Section, where Lady C.M.'s and A.L.C.M.'s (terminology no lo.nger used or acceptable of course) prevailed, the rate of turnover was high as a result of marriage. Minutes constantly refer to fund‑raising specifically for the purpose of presenting of engagement and wedding gifts to our young ladies of the period. Miss Betty Stevens commenced the pattern when she announced her resignation as a Leader in February 1950 "due to impending marriage"; it will be remembered that she had helped form and build our second ('B') Cub Pack in 1947.

One happy result for the Group, however, was the marriage in November 1959 of Miss Jennifer Trompf, who joined our Group as an A.L.C.M. back in 1954, and Mr.Noel Dobson, who had also been in the Group since 1954 ‑ first as A.S.M., then S.M.(1957‑59 inclusive); so in this case at least the Group was not the loser. Miss Jean James, who had served the Cubs well for some four or more years, was married in December 1952.

However, excellent replacements were at hand with several new enlistments in Miss Nancy Sedman, Miss June Richards and Miss Margaret Douglas. In Cubs, at least, the Group seemed to have a happy knack of attracting new Leaders without undue lapse of time. Often the daughter (and thus a sister of a boy Cub or Scout) of a Committee member heeded the call to take up Warrant Training, and the names of Misses Maureen Kimber, June Rigby and Margot Fincher are three who spring to mind.

Miss Sedman and Miss Douglas, in particular, served long terms during this period as the senior Cub Leaders, the former from the beginning of 1951 to the end of 1957, whilst the latter served from the end of 1953 for a period in excess of ten years. Miss Douglas, however, did have granted during her term two leaves of absence, one for a trip to Singapore in 1955 and the second in May 1957 in order to attend the Empire Jubilee (50 years) Jamboree in the United Kingdom. It is a measure of the devotion to Scouting of this lady that she should pass Stage 2 of her Wood Badge Course whilst in England.

Also prominent as Cub Leaders during this ten year period were Mrs.B.L.Hobbs,and Misses Judy Pattinson, Judy Lawson, Jennifer Jones, Lorraine Caddy (of whom we will read more later) and Miss Shirley Wellard. Miss Wellard took out her Warrant as an A.L.C.M. in June 1957 at the same time as Miss Trompf and Mr.David ScottYoung, one of our Queen's Scouts of the previous year. Following upon the marriage of Miss Kimber in 1958, which was attended by twelve of our Cubs, Miss Wellard assumed control of 'A' Pack.

Throughout the decade the strength of both Cub Packs was maintained at four Sixes (24 boys) each and monthly reports to Committee constantly refer to 95% and upwards attendance at every Cub meeting. Along.with their older comrades in Scouts and Seniors, the Cubs played their part in maintaining the high tradition and standing of the Group as a whole, and their attendance at fundraising ventures was always whole‑hearted.

Monthly reports on scouts and Senior Scouts showed that Easter Camps and Christmas Camps had become well‑established activities for the boys. Excellent attendances of 30 and more boys were usual out of total strengths varying over the period between 32 and 36, and must have given great satisfaction to the Leaders who, as always on such occasions, gave freely in time from their own short holiday breaks.

Christmas Camp venues were obviously chosen with care as a variety of sites were selected, ensuring the boys would not suffer the boredom of a too‑familiar area Christmas 1959 found the boys encamped at Anglesea, a move from country to beach which preceded many Camps in that part of Victoria in the later years of the Group. For the shorter Easter Camps the sites of Gilwell, Officer and Wonga Park were the norm.

Jamborees, the highlight of any young boy's Scouting life, were of course, always well attended. No doubt the 1952/53 Parramatta ('Greystaines') Jamboree, the Pan‑Pacific (1955/56) at Clifford Park (Wonga Park) and the 1959/60 Lansdowne (Sydney) Jamboree will still be fresh in the memory of many today who attended in those earlier times. As well as providing, updating and replacing equipment for these important occasions, Parents' Committee also set the pattern for the future in giving financial assistance to ensure no boy would be debarred from Jamboree attendance because the cost was beyond the means of the Parents.

One of the important measures of success for any Group would undoubtedly be achievement of the King's (Queen's) Scout Award and during the 1950s no less than 14 boys were recipients of this high distinction. The Award reflects not only the determination and interest of the boys themselves but also upon the excellent training and time given by Scouters, plus strong support given by the boys' parents. So often we see from the records these parents were greatly involved in Parents' Committee matters, to the benefit of the Group as a whole.

In 1951 two boys were presented with their King's Scout Badge R.R.(Bob) Molnar and N.J.(Neville) Edwards. In 1952 presentation of the Award was made under the changed title of Queen's Scout Badge, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11 having ascended the Throne in that year on the death of H.M.the late King George V. Thus three of our boys in the same year became the first of our Queen's Scouts N.M.(Noel) Dobson, P.A.(Peter) Begelhole and P.H.(Peter) Scott‑Young, heading the names of many boys since added to our Honour Board under the new title. Peter Begelhole was to achieve further notoriety when congratulations were recorded in August 1955 Minutes for his win in a Rowing Singles Scull event. In 1953 J.K.(John) Waring became the latest addition to this distinguished list.

Two of the above recipients were further honoured when they became part of a very select band to represent Camberwell District at the Venture Camp conducted at Pieman River,. Port Davey, Tasmania at the end of 1953. In recognition of the considerable help given by all Senior Scouts assisting in the cleanup after fund‑raising events throughout the year, Committee voted financial assistance of approximately 50% to the two boys selected ‑ Peter Scott‑Young and John Waring.

Not unusually, boys who had been awarded the Queen's Scout Badge followed up by taking on Scouter roles. In July 1954 Noel Dobson took out his A.S.M. Warrant to further consolidate the efforts as Leaders of the 1949 King's Scout Badge recipients Ian and Bob McGown. In February 1954 the latter also passed the Preliminary Course as a Rover Leader.

Other new Leaders of the Scout Troop and Rover Crew who accepted the challenge during the first half of the 1950s were Max Sayers, Ian Duncan, Kevin McDonald and Frank ('Sarge') Johnstone. Rovers, unfortunately lost during this period the excellent Leadership of Bruce Peggie who had been involved for some years, but continuity of good Leadership was maintained in the Crew with the assistance of the McGown brothers and, of course, with Mr.Aspinall as overseer.

The latter half of the decade provided a period of very stable Leadership in the Scout Troop and Seniors with Frank Johnstone and Noel Dobson leading the former and Mr.T.F.SChache leading the latter. 'Doc' Schache joined the Group in February 1955, and took out his Warrant in July of the same year. His influence was obviously considerable as eight boys received the Queen's Scout Badge during 1955‑59, though one must not lose sight of earlier excellent training given to these boys whilst in Cubs and Scouts. Supplemental Leadership assistance was provided to the aforementioned gentlemen by Mr.J.H.Masterton (1955‑57), Mr.R.B.(Bruce1 Lamond (1956‑62) and Mr.P.J.(Peter) Fielding. Like Noel Dobson, Peter Fielding had taken out his Warrant (June 1957) after earlier earning his Queen's Scout Badge with the Group (February 1956). Bruce Lamond took out his Warrant late 1956, and served as a Leader after his return from the U.K. in 1957 where, like Margaret Douglas, he had attended the‑Jubilee‑Jamboree.

In these earlier years of the Group, Swimming for some reason never seemed to be a strong point in the Annual District Competitions for that sport, though good individual performances were in evidence from time to time. However, in the Athletics arena llth Camberwell, achieved considerable success in District Sports of the 1950s ‑usually held on the Camberwell Football Ground in November of each year. In 1953 the boys contested 25 out of 29 finals, ultimately winning the Councillor Howie Trophy, the Shalless Cup and the Frazer Shield.

In 1954 the Intermediate Cup and the Junior Shield were lost but the Senior Cup was won and the Aggregate Trophy retained. In 1955 the Junior Shield was regained with a loss by a very narrow margin of the Senior Cup. Year 1956 saw the 1953 clean sweep repeated and, though the Junior and Intermediate Trophies were lost in 1957, the Aggregate was retained for the fifth successive year.

No mention was made in the minutes of the 1958 Athletics Competition so perhaps the spectacular successes of the previous five years had temporarily come to a halt. Success to 'B' Cub Pack in coming second in the District Cub Swimming Competition in February 1959 may have heralded a resurgence in the Group's sporting prowess; though in another direction. In any event, to register the achievement of the boys of that period, it is worth noting that in excess of 1600 boys were registered with the Scout Movement in Camberwell District by late 1956.

Though 1953 and 1954 were quiet years in respect of Queen's Scout Badge presentations, apart from John Waring (q.v..above), this was more than compensated by the achievement of the Award in 1955 by K.W.(Ken) Aspinall, son of our G.S.M. and also G.H.(Graham) Price. In 1956 P.J.(Peter) Fielding, David Scott‑Young and H.R.(Howard) Healey were likewise honoured. The last two named also had the distinction of being included in a County contingent of ten Senior Scouts selected as 'personal staff' to H.R.H.the Duke of Edinburgh during his 1956 Olympic Games visit to Melbourne.

To complete the 1950s Queen's Scout presentations R.G.(Richard) Bell and D.R.(Dennis) Hogg received their Awards in 1958 and., in 1959 J.K.(John) Scott‑Young became the third member of that family to be so honoured. His two brothers were still very much involved in the Group for, as previously noted, the eldest, Peter, was warranted first as an A.S.M. before taking over as S.M. in March 1959, whilst David had taken out his Warrant as a Cub Leader in June 1957. In the case of Dennis Hogg, there is special mention in the Minutes of February 1958 congratulating him on the award of the Sigma Scholarship worth L1200 ‑ a very sizable sum for those days.

District Camping Competitions, perhaps one of the more important adjuncts of what Scouting is all about, do not appear in those days to have been as critically organised, nor emphasised in importance as we have become used to seeing in more recent times.

Prior to 1965, and thus before Camberwell had been divided into three new Districts, the twenty or so Groups competed annually for the Sir Godfrey Phillips Trophy. We do not have records of the regular monthly Scout reports made to Committee and there is only one mention in General Minutes of a success in the 1950s when Eagle Patrol secured a 'C' Pennant in the 1957 Competition. This lack of information is a pity, as one feels sure from the high quality of leadership pertaining coupled with Queen's Scout successes plus registration of 5 to 6 Patrols in Scouts and 3 or more Patrols in Seniors throughout the period, the Group could have been expected to be well up with the achievers.

Nevertheless, as already noted, Easter and Christmas Camps were always on the agenda and invariably were well attended by Scouters and boys alike. In addition one reads of special excursions such as six Seniors under Mr.Schache attending in December 1956 a ten day trip to Lake Tarli Karng, a hidden lake at the base of_Mt.Wellington. At a cost per head of 18, one can feel in this day and age (1986) some envy for those earlier times, though no doubt there is some relativity of Income versus Costs in the two eras.

The ruggedness of Tasmania also attracted the Rovers and two of our Crew hiked through the National Park there in January 1958. Other hiking trips undertaken by Crew included Lake Mountain and the Baw Baws; the latter then and still today is a favourite Rover spot for energetic pursuits ‑ hiking in the summer and skiing in the winter.

In February 1959 Mr.George Aspinall tendered his resignation as G.S.M. through pressure of business pursuits and; though he had retired earlier (1956) as an active Scouter in the Scout Troop, he had, nevertheless, been constantly involved in Seniors and Rovers as well as overseeing the Group activities as a whole.

It was not until late November that a permanent replacement as G.S.M. could be obtained when Mr.Wiltshire was appointed. In between times several leaders in the persons of Mr.Schache, Mr.Peter Scott‑Young and even part time recall of Mr.Nairn assisted in the overall running of the Group.

With the planned Hall extensions envisaged in the late 1940s and the constant need to replace and improve camping equipment, fund‑raising by the Committees of the 1950s. was, as always, of paramount importance. Much time had been spent in the second half of 1949 in planning a Gala Fair to be held in the Scout Hall and surrounds. A Merry‑Go‑Round, booked after much investigation, had to be cancelled at the last minute when the owner decided to double 'the asking price', nevertheless the event held in March 1950 produced a net profit on nearly L81.

As our Group and other similar organisations have found over many years, the hard working ladies were the main revenue providers with their Cake and Sweet stall netting nearly 117 and Fancy Goods in excess of €34. As a result, f50 of the i81 total was placed in Fixed Deposit at the bank to add to the J400 in Bonds as Building Fund Reserve.. The balance in working Account (March 1950) was J45 being immediately reduced by payment of an account for 123 for camping equipment purchased for the preceding Christmas Camp.

To keep the Building Fund intact the Committee had to quickly investigate new sources of revenue. In the late 1940s a'Monthly Envelope System' had been instigated whereby the parents of the boys made a monthly contribution to Group finances. For 1949 this source produced €12‑12‑3 and, though every shilling raised for those days was of importance, the sum was not even sufficient to match the operating costs of the same year in respect of lighting and heating (13‑13‑3) plus insurance of Hall and Contents. (€10‑18‑2). Moreover, collection of those parent contributions on a regular basis seemed to be the bane of rapidly succeeding 'Envelope Secretaries' especially enlisted for the purpose and even indeed given Executive status on the Committee. This situation still had shown little improvement six years later when the Group Treasurer reported that a 12 month survey to 31/7/56 had shown Envelope contributions at 134 still not matching operating expenses of 135 for the same period, largely due to difficulty in collecting money promised.

The other 1949 costs incurred had amounted to approximately C22, excluding a similar amount provided to Troop funds for camps and 169 spent on Hall additions and improvements. These additional expenses had been largely covered by Card Nights (10) raising almost f73, plus Theatre and Picture Nights (5) raising in excess of €23. These two sources continued throughout the 1950s to be the backbone of fund‑raising ventures, the former in particular always being well advertised to the general public throughout the ares. To meet the grand plans of the proposed Hall extensions other sources of revenue had to be sought.

At the October 1951 Committee meeting, Mr.Aspinall was given the go‑ahead to organise a 'Rag and Bottle Drive' which was set down for November 24th. The hearts of all must have been greatly uplifted when 190‑1‑0 was added to the bank balance as a result‑ This previously untapped source of income, of course, from thence onward became a prime source of regular income over the next quarter of a century, as indeed it did for most Scout Groups.

We have been unable to determine the price per dozen secured for those 'empties' on the 24/11/51, but one imagines from such a handsome return, the boys would have been very very busy that day. The 'Drives' became a regular twice yearly event for the rest of the decade and though the initial sum was not matched in any one 'Drive', approximately €60‑70 resulted from each subsequent collection.

In 1951 the timing of the Annual Parents' Meeting was changed from late February to late May and the Annual Accounts presented thereat were likewise changed from termination date of 31 December to 30 April. This change appears to have been made partly in the hope that better attendance of parents would result, and also give more time for preparation and audit of the accounts. In the event, 1951 Committee were greatly heartened when 44 people came to the Hall on 31 May. There is no record of how many Scouters and Committee helped make up this tally. The number attending in May 1952 dropped to 36, but at least the financial position at that stage was very buoyant with f615 in funds of which f450 had been earmarked for Hall extensions as previously noted.

During that year (to 30/4/52) in excess of €75 had been spent in repairs and additions to the Hall and equipment, but the ensuing two years to 30/4/54 marked the big effort in proceeding with Stage 1 of the grand plan to enlarge and improve the Hall. In February 1951 it had been assessed that approximately €300 would need to be spent to provide storage racks in the equipment store, provide an office for the G.S.M., add a front porch to the building and remodel the kitchen. In the event, with ever increasing costs to absorb, £330 was expended just in purchase of building materials alone in the 1952/53 year.

Almost all of the labour for the above development was given voluntarily by parents and a number of weekend working bees gradually effected the desired result. As a result of these magnificent labour‑cost‑free efforts, plus successful fund‑raising over the two years, Group finances at 30/4/54 were still very healthy with total credits of J518 including some of the Treasury Bonds still intact (f‑ 14 0) .

In the interim, the storage racks and the G.S.M's office had been completed by the end of September 1953. Two months later the old kitchen had been demolished and the construction of the new one almost finished undoubtedly to the joy of the ladies and the Scouters. By July 1954 the new addition of the front porch and steps leading thereto had also been completed by parent labour. The Rover Crew had also embarked on improvements to their Den and Committee made a grant of 117‑12‑0 to enable purchase of floorcovering material. In September 1954 after all these improvements had been successfully concluded Committee decided to insure the Hall for an estimsted 83000 replacement value with equipment also revalued at €335.

In addition to expenditure on the Hall, Committee had helped underwrite the boys' Jamboree costs (1952/53) to the extent of some 180. Thus fresh fields for fund‑raising were sought to supplement the still continuing Card and Theatre Nights and,‑6f course, the newer bottle collection source. Fashion had seen the demise of the once‑successful and popular 'Dance Nights' of the 'Ballroom' era and so operation of the then current craze of Square Dancing was investigated. This form of entertainment was commenced as a fortnightly venture in April 1953.

The Square Dances were at first conducted at Dennison's , then for a short time from October 1953 in the large Supper Room of the Camberwell Town Hall and finally in our Scout Hall. Though excursions in this new field resulted in some additions to Group funds with the Dennison's venue providing L108 and the Town Hall f45, these sums were hardly satisfactory for the considerable work involved in organising them, and so in May 1954 the idea was dropped. Maybe this field was in a too highly competitive area; it was also dependent as a Club on regular attendance of all members. The Rover Crew in this same period likewise ran their own Square Dance nights in the Burwood Hall with even less success.

It was back to the tried and proven methods of revenue earning with the ladies as usual very much to the fore, providing suppers for Card and Picture nights. In June 1954 the ladies conducted a Jumble Sale in the Hall ‑ the first of many to follow over the course of time, and this produced the fine result of over L80 in profit. The residue of clothing at the end was gratefully accepted by the Salvation Army. As second‑hand dealers were notified of this first event no doubt Committee quickly learned, at least for subsequent Jumble Sales, that one should ' fling wide the gates' and spring back six paces with greatest alacrity or else suffer the consequences of being trampled to the floor.

From time to time Council approval was procured to run Street Stalls (cakes, sweets and fancy goods) in local shopping areas. Locations as far apart as Camberwell Road and High Street Ashburton were sites for at least annual stalls throughout the 1950s and the Treasurer could usually rely upon 130 and more being added to the coffers from each occasion.

In May 1954 a Building Sub‑Committee consisting of the G.S.M. (Mr.Aspinall) with Messrs. McGown, Scott‑Young, Nash and Rigby was established and by February 1955 they had drawn up preliminary plans for enlarging the Hall in accordance with Stage 2 of the earlier projected development. This was to be the construction of five new Patrol Dens on the east side of the building. It was to be a 'long haul for the above hard‑working team as detailed specifications had to be drawn up and approved by the usual Public Authorities ‑ Health Department, Camberwell Council etc.and it was not until 23/1/57 that the approval stamp of the latter body was added to the detailed plans.

At least the two year interim period gave the Sub‑Committee the opportunity of assessing the financial aspects of the projected extensions. Their advice to General Committee in June 1956 supplementing earlier estimates was that approximately E1000 would be needed (including €290 of steelworks) to finance the operation. Meanwhile the Building Sub‑Committee engaged their attention to other improvements.

To meet Government Regulations stipulated in March 1955, a metal ceiling had to be erected in the Hall plus ridge venting of the roof. For the former a quote to supply 56 sheets of 6 ft. by 3 ft. (1000 sq.ft.) galvanised metal with patterned design was accepted from Wunderlich for L50‑8‑0 in August 1955. By the end of November working bees had installed the ceiling, the ridge vents and also lined and decorated with timber 'palings' the whole of the west and south walls of the Hall.

Several approaches were made to local banks for finance to encompass the Hall improvement plans without success. The project needed to be proceeded with as quickly as possible because of the rapidly rising costs, the latter evidenced by an August 1955 decision to increase the Hall Cover from 0000 to (4500 effective to include the existing construction plus the proposed extensions. The new Insurance Cover considered necessary was based on

20 Squares and this latter fact also gives some indication of the size of the Hall which would result after the addition of the five new Dens.

Our Group decided to follow the lead given by l6th Camberwell Scout Group shortly before and raise its own Debenture Issue. The Issue in 15 Certificates for periods up to three years and bearing 5% p.a. interest payable half‑yearly‑met with immediate response from parents as well as the various Sections (Cubs, Scouts etc.). By September 1956, 35 (1175) Certificates had been accepted and the Sub‑Committee was authorised to print a further supply of the latter. At close 76 Debenture Certificates 0380) had been issued and with outright donations made by several parents, some 1400 in all was raised at this juncture. It should also be noted that quite a number of parents elected to forgo interest.

This fine response allowed General Committee to accept the quote in November 1956 from a Mr.Sims to proceed with the work at f746 plus cost of steel work. The additional electrical work necessary was tendered for, and a quote was accepted for £45‑10‑0 plus cost of fittings. Although the finishing touches of lining the new walls still had to be done by the builder, Doug C.('Boss') Johnston was able to compliment the Group on its "really fine Hall" at the May 1957 Annual Parents' Meeting. Prior to the latter, a weekend working bee in mid‑April had toiled hard to paint the whole of the exterior of the Hall and Committees of later years will feel a kinship with the 1957 Committee to read in Minutes their "disappointment with the poor response from parents other than Committee members (3 on Saturday and 4 on Sunday)." Painting the Scout Hall has never been high in the popularity stakes.

Throughout this significant development stage fund‑raising continued apace to such good result that Committee was enabled to make the decision they would redeem two‑thirds of the Three Year Debenture Issue as Certificates reached their next anniversary dates. This November 1957 decision first became effective in March 1958 when Holders were drawn 'by lot' with interest bearing certificates being redeemed first.

In large measure this early redemption was accelerated by a 'Popular Girl Quest' organised by District Scouter Council. In July 1957 Miss Lorraine Caddy, an A.L.C.M. of 'B' Pack was sponsored as our Group entrant and Mrs.Aspinall undertook to organise the fundraising ventures in support of her. Over a three month period Mrs.Aspinall and her helpers, in particular Mrs.Lamond, organised a number of Card Parties, a Concert, a Camp Fire, a Scuare Dance, a Tivoli night, a Picture night, a Car Trial, a Fancy Dress Procession and a Fete. Such obvious hard work did not go unrewarded and our entrant Lorraine, by raising 053, was enabled to come second in the Quest. District retained 20% for its own improvements and so 1283‑10‑0 came back into Group resources.

Only in fairly recent times have the boys and girls of the Group had the luxury of toilet facilities installed in the Hall itself. Nevertheless the problem of sewerage connection had been in the minds of Committee at least as early as June 1953. An approach to Camberwell Council was made but were told there was no possibility of a Hall installation being connected to the sewer main east of the Hall owing to unsatisfactory levels pertaining. A further approach to Council for approval to instal a Septic Tank System also met the same fate.

In March 1955 letters to and interviews with at least three Councillors on the matter of toilet facilities again brought the matter to the fore and it was decided the Group should enlist the support of the Park cricket and football clubs. Apparently by November of that year some solution of the 1953 levels problem had been achieved as the Building Surveyor's Dept. advised €2000 had been set aside for a Toilet Block in Council estimates. Probably "satisfactory levels" could be achieved by siting the common Block where it now exists on the higher ground above the Scout Hall. In the event, the 12000 Council estimate proved "grossly inadequate" five years later as per their letter to the Group dated September 1958. Thus fruition of the plan was shelved for a further period.

Similar lengthy delays involving the Council were experienced in endeavours to have the track from Glen Iris Road to the Hall :. macadamised. In June 1950 the Group wrote requesting attention to this detail as "parents in cars frequently have to drive on the Oval"a fact which, of course, did not please the Park Trustees at all. Six years later, a Minute of the April 1956 meeting noted correspondence had been directed to Council concerning "the poor state of the track" and "could it please be sealed as promised." In fairness to Council one should note they were undoubtedly besieged with innumerable similar requests throughout the area and could only put into effect what the Public Purse would allow.

As can be seen, a great deal had been achieved by the Committees of the 1950s. Included in these had been a Constitution to govern its own activities and a special sub‑committee was formed in July 1956 to review the existing wording. In September, a draft model was secured from V.S.A. and this formed the basis of our own Group revision presented and adopted at the may 1957 Annual Parents' Meeting.

In June 1952 Mr Batten had suggested to Committee a plan to set up a Parents' Organising Committee with one member of General Committee appointed as Leader to each of six sections (later reduced to five) of the area encompassing Group homes. Remaining General Committee members were then split and added to assist the Leaders in the objectives of " contacting parents and others interested in Scouting and to care for such functions that may be allocated to their sections." This plan, once set into operation, obviously worked very effectively indeed for the rest of the decade, as there is frequent mention of its use in the Minutes of the ensuing seven to eight years.

A resolution adopted in April 1959 was also of great significance to the Scout Leaders when it was decided that "fees incurred by Scouters for Training Courses during the preceding twelve months will be met from General Fund." With Scouters giving so much of their time and energy to the Group this financial assistance was certainly not before time. It does, however, reflect the dedication of those early Leaders and, as we saw from the 1940s, the Leaders of that era were even obliged to supply their own uniforms. The precedent had also been‑set in July 1955 for General Fund to meet Jamboree transport costs, a feature additional to the financial help that was always forthcoming when needed for the conduct of Christmas and Easter Camps since the beginning of the decade.

As far back as the 1940s and particularly whenever Hall improvements were‑undertaken‑or Hall insurance‑:cover increased, Committees became naturally interested to know the conditions of tenure of the land which the Scout Hall occupied. In July 1949, the Group Secretary wrote to the Local Association and to Council in an endeavour to clarify the situation. Further representations were made from time to time and finally in August 1956 the Group received written confirmation from Council that tenure was one of 'permissive occupancy'. This condition persists to this day (1986) with the further understanding that in the extremely unlikely event of the Group ever reaching the stage of dissolution, the Hall and all contents would vest in the V.S.A.

Just prior to the end of this period, the first of the Group Honour Boards detailing names of King's and Queen's Scout recipients had been installed at a cost of J28 plus gold lettering P‑10‑0. The size of the Group may be gauged by the fact that in June 1958 there were 89 families involved.

There is no doubt the achievements of the 1950s, like the 1940s, were impressive indeed for organisational, functional and financial reasons. In respect of the latter the Group nevertheless finished the decade with a credit balance of J170 and a promise to Scouters to consider at an early date new and replacement tentage and, to this end, the Leaders were asked to prepare an Inventory of their requirements.

We should not close this 1950s section without mention of the 'Silver Star Orchestra' formed in the earlier part of the decade by some of our boys of the period. Peter Begelhole (Piano), Neville Edwards (Brass), John Waring (Violin) and Ken Aspinall (Drums) were the musicians in this band and, at a Scout Eisteddfod, won first prize in their Section. As far as we can ascertain, these competitions preceded the well known 'Gang Show". It is also interesting to note that bliss Beverley Aspinall (one of our A.L.C.M. of those years and a daughter of George) was the first pianist engaged for those subsequent 'Gang Show' occasions.

It is also worthy of mention here that the Group had a number of changes in uniform including no less than five known distinguishing Scarves during the first 35 years of operation (to 1951). In respect of the latter, a past member of the Group has in his collection samples of all five. The first in the collection and with reservation‑ we state this was not necessarily the original scarf, was worn by Bill Henderson as a Scout in the Group in 1928. As previously noted the then Boy Scout later became a Warranted Leader and served as our S.M. in the later years of the 1930s. This scarf (circa 1928) was a square piece of pale blue material (not the triangular shape to which we are now accustomed, though worn in similar style). Because of the square shape, the gold satin edging of about 3/4 inch width around all edges was sewn on both sides of the main material to ensure correct appearance when folded and rolled for wearing.

In the late 1930s the familiar triangular cut was first used and the material was navy blue with approximately 1/2 inch gold woollen edging. To complete the uniform identity Sock Tops in navy blue with gold stripe were worn and the shirt was dark khaki in colour.

During the war years the third of the scarf colours came into operation. The basic navy blue was retained but the edging was changed from gold to pale blue. Sock Tops, of course, were changed to match and blue shorts with khaki shirt were worn. Sometime late in the 1940s the 3/4 inch pale blue edging was changed to piping in the same colour.

In 1951 the Group adopted the fifth pattern which is retained to this day (1986). The G.S.M. of the time, Mr.George Aspinall, felt the colours were not sufficiently distinctive with the navy blue giving a rather dull appearance. Thus the change was made to the now familiar light blue triangle with dark blue woollen edging. The reversal of the colour combination from the previous one certainly gave the scarf a much brighter look. Probably the master stroke, however, was to incorporate into the. design the 'Iris' insignia showing at the peak of the back of the scarf. This, of course, readily identified the locality of our Group's operation for all to see from a distance. Mr.Aspinall remembers he enlisted the aid of a young Art student ‑ Miss Helen Caldwell.‑ to design the 'Iris' symbol. Though not having any association with Scout activities she, nevertheless, had some background with the Girl Guide Movement.

The 1960s (Covering the period 1960‑66 inclusive)

This decade, in its earlier years, brought a familiar problem, though one of greater severity than that experienced by the Group for many years. Through marriages and movement from the District there was quite a sudden thinning in the ranks of Leaders. Moreover, Mr.R.W.Wiltshire who had taken up the office of G.S.M. in November 1959 often had to be absent due to business commitments.

Both Committee and Mr.Wiltshire worked hard to find replacements throughout 1960 and 1961 with some temporary success in Cub Section when the daughters of two Committee members took up the challenge. Helen Begelhole, daughter of one of the Group's longest serving Committee members, and Marion daughter of Mr.R.J.Padghan who had recently taken over as Treasurer from Mr.Jennings, were the two who came to give support to the two experienced and popular Leaders from the 1950s in Margaret Douglas and Lorraine Caddy.

Miss Douglas, as the senior Cub Leader, in particular gave great service to the Group over a ten year period to 1963, whilst Miss Caddy served for five years until marriage in 1962. In 1961 two further Assistants were recruited in Misses Carol Mepstead and Beverley New.

Though Cubs in these two years especially had to overcome constant changes in Leaders, therewere, nevertheless, willing people throughout in Rovers and parents to assist in control and operation of these younger boys. Greater difficulties were encountered in respect of Leaders for the older aged Sections. Mr.Wiltshire, Mr.Thor ('Doc') Schache, Messrs. Bruce Lamond, Noel Dobson, Peter and David Scott‑Young and Noel Edwards, supplemented in 1961 by assistance from two Rovers and former Queen's Scouts (1958) Dennis Hogg and Richard Bell, manfully carried on catering to the needs of some 50 boys in Scouts and Senior Scouts.

Undoubtedly reflecting the shortage of Leaders, Group strength in boys fell from 104 to 83 in a six month's period. The final crunch in this very difficult time came when, in April 1961, Mr.Wiltshire advised Committee that pressure of business would necessitate his retirement from Scouting activities. Nevertheless, with parent help given to all Sections and Patrol Leaders taking more responsibility, Mr.Wiltshire was able to carry on for the remainder of 1961 when a replacement G.S.M. could be procured.

This chain of events, particularly the latter, caused Committee to seek new Leaders more earnestly than ever before. A detailed and well‑thought‑out Circular of some five foolscap pages was given mid‑1961,to all parents to enlist their aid in securing no less than 12 new Leaders considered necessary for the Group. The Circular gave the qualifications required and the functions to be performed in all categories as the Group requirements included the positions of G.S.M., Rover Leader, Scoutmasters for both Scout Troop and Seniors, a senior Cub Leader, plus Assistants for Scout Troop (4) and Cub Packs (3).

The shortage of Leaders was by no means confined at that time to our Group, evidenced by the remarks of D.C. Mr.G.Clarke at the Annual Parents' Meeting for 1960 held early 1961. He advised there were "approximately 2500 lads in the Camberwell area wishing to become Scouts, and thus there was a need for formation of new Groups and a greater intake in existing Groups." He suggested that llth Camberwell, as an example, should be considering a build‑up to 150 boys. One imagines in hind‑sight, however, that apart from Leader shortage, accommodation in the Scout Hall for so many boys would have been stretched beyond reasonable limits.

Fortunately there was good strength and experience in the Parents' Committee of the time who were able to give support to Mr.Wiltshire and his beleagured Leaders. Mr.D.McEwen, as President for two years in this period,, and Mr. A.M.Wilson, as Secretary with a further three years of his long term in office, were especially familiar with the requirements needed for the Group's successful operation. Also in the background as Trustees were the familiar names of Messrs.Batten, Lamond and McGown to give experienced assistance in direction.

In spite of the problems of the early 1960s; the few dedicated Leaders were able to ensure that the popular Christmas and Easter Camps continued with the standard of excellence undiminished. The January 1960 week‑long Camp at Anglesea was thoroughly enjoyed by five Patrols (30 Boys). At the combined Camberwell District Camp held at the end of 1960, 11th. Camberwell was ajudged to have the best Patrol. At this time also (1960‑61), the Australian Jamboree was held at Lansdowne (N.S.W.) which eight of our boys were enabled to attend (three from Senior*nd five from Scout Troop). It should also be noted that the Group gave a donation towards a Fund to enable boys from New Guinea to attend this Jamboree. Also, in 1961, the Group was awarded a 'B' Pennant in the annual Sir Godfrey Phillips Camping Competition.

April 1960 saw the presentation to R.W.Healey of the Queen's Scout Award and though it may be said his training for this achievement had been initiated in the late 1950s, by the same token three boys were receiving their early grooming in the current period for this high Award to be made in the 1963/64 period (q.v.).

The 1960 Committee, of course, conducted the usual fund‑raising activities of Bottle Drives, Film Nights etc. to ensure cover of essential equipment replacement and operational costs, including a doubling of District Levy to four shillings per head. The usual highly‑profitable Bottle Drives received a great set‑back, however, when the October collection produced only 364 dozen beer bottles plus 110 assorted.

This lowest tally of all time was the result of District H.Q. deciding to allocate new areas of collection for each Group with the provision of "Caretaker areas to allow for new Groups which might be formed." At the time of the directive there was spirited debate at the ensuing Committee meeting with a decision to apply for one of the 'Caretaker areas' rather than the one allotted. District stood firm on the matter but Committee fears were well justified when less than ¢27 was added to Group coffers.

In September of that year Plans were drawn up for an extension to the Hall in the form of a Store‑room and Mr.Simms submitted a quote for £140 for this projected 15 ft. by 10 ft. addition. There was a time lapse due to procurement of authorisation by the various Public Departments and it was well into 1962 when Mr.Simms received instruction to proceed on the modified 12 ft.‑byl2 ft. 6 inch structure, plus some other improvements. Also it had become obvious that fund‑raising would have to be increased to pay for any further improvements, as funds at the end of 1960 had increased only from f70 to 1220 from the beginning of the year.

The 1961 Committee was, of course, particularly engaged, in trying to increase the number of Leaders and above all else secure a replacement for the all‑important post of G.S.M. to replace Mr.Wiltshire. Fortunately, as had occurred on previous occasions, there was a parent of twin boys in the Cubs who was prepared to become a Leader in answer to Committee pleas. That man was Mr.Richard M.Rashleigh, universally known since as 'Skip' (to the boys) and 'Rich' (to parents), who had been involved with Scouting over many years with 3rd City of Camberwell (St.Marks Church).

Although for ease of compilation this History has been roughly written under the headings of calendar decades, in truth it should perhaps follow the pattern of a history relating to a School where divisions or eras are made in accordance with the terms served by the 'guiding lights' or Principals and thus highlight the influence each has had on the development of the School. In like manner, our Group has had over the years the strong 'guiding lights' of such fine men as Mr.G.S.Fallshaw, Mr.G.H.Topfer, Mr.J.A.Nairn and Mr.G.L.Aspinall, to name the longer serving G.S.M's of our Group. So we enter this final epoch which was to continue for the next quarter of a century.

On Mr.Rashleigh's advice‑he=was.‑wziling‑‑to‑become a Leader in our Group, Mr.Aspinall undertook to discuss the application. In a letter to Committee dated 31/8/61, the latter who was about to go on holidays wrote "I didn't actually mention the job of G.S.M. but he would be ideal for that job:" He continued "please follow up as he is too good a man to miss." On such recommendation from a man held in such great respect by all the Group, Committee lost no time in 'following up' and Mr.Rashleigh agreed to take up the post of G.S.M. early in 1962.

This man, like his predecessors noted above, has had such great influence on the fortunes and development of the Group from that time until the present (1986), it seems appropriate to give here a short resume of his career in Scouting. He commenced with 3rd Camberwell as a Cub in 1929 and after passing through to Seniors he applied for a Warrant as a Leader. His Warrant Training was conducted under a well‑known Scouting personality in the late Mr.Nars Lesser, who had also taught 'Skip' during his schooling at Wesley College. His Warrant was awarded on 1/7/41 at age 18 years.

An early remembrance of Scouting was attendance at the 1934/35 Jamboree held at Frankston, which was also attended by 'B.P.', the world Chief Scout. During a tour of inspection the great man's horse saw fit to stamp on the foot of the young 'Skip'. No doubt a painful experience, but as to such early 'impression' having an influence on his future in Scouting only ‑the latter can reveal.

World War 11 brought an early interruption to Scout Leadership but after return from overseas Active Service with the A.I.F. in the Pacific Campaign, 'Skip' rejoined 3rd Camberwell in 1946 as a Leader to serve there for some years.

Apart from the expected Long Service Decoration awarded in 1965, and a Bar Award to same in 1976, distinctions given by Scout H.Q. included the Medal of Merit (April 1968) and the Silver Acorn presented by the Governor at Gilwell Park in February 1977. The highest recognition of the Movement came in February 1983 when 'Rich' was presented with the Silver Kangaroo. This has been the only occasion in Victoria, and it is believed also in Australia, where the Award has been made to a Scouter below the rank of Commissioner. A high honour indeed, and one in which our Group can also take great pride.

Advancement into higher echelon has never been sought by 'Rich' to the good fortune of the Group, though entreaties from H.Q. were often forthcoming. Reading the Minutes of August 1966 one can feel the relief of the Committee when a plea from D.C. Neville Lee was not accepted. 'Skip' had been asked by the D.C. to resign from llth Camberwell, and take up the posting of District G.S.M.

Though extremely committed to the growth and improvement of the Movement as a whole, our G.S.M. nevertheless has firmly believed that influence in achieving the latter objectives can be served best at the 'grass roots' level. Thus the highest possible standards have always been sought in the operation and conduct of 11th Camberwell, and its successor name lst Camberwell South, to serve as a model for other Groups and so raise the standard of the Movement overall. Any parent attending Annual Parents' Meetings over the past 25 years will be well aware that the District Commissioners attending and addressing those meetings have invariably referred to our standard of excellence to 'set the pace' for others to follow. Indeed, many Leaders for other Groups over the years have been sent by H.Q. to receive part of their training at our Group.

In this way and other ways, Leaders and Committee representatives have always been involved in support and active role in respect of District and higher level. 'Skip' has set the pattern by regular attendance and involvement at these higher levels and our Group has become well‑known throughout Victoria and beyond for its active participation in Jamborees‑ Great pride by the boys and Leaders in setting up a 'model Camp' in its allotted area for the latter events has been supplemented by our Leaders participating in organisation and administrative duties.

In the eight Jamborees held in this epoch 'Skip' has undertaken the roles variously of Scout Leader and Group Leader. In particular he has filled with distinction the demanding positions of I/C 'Q' Equipment (Dandenong 1976/77) and 2 I/C Vic Contingent Transport to Perth and return (1979/80) involving the air‑lifting of some 4,500 Victorian boys and Leaders . The latter was a massive operation using, for the first time, the combined services of the two major Airlines, Ansett and T.A.A.(now Australian Airlines). It was of a scale not previously experienced by the latter. The 1982/83 Jamboree (Brisbane) and the 1985/86 event (Sydney) also claimed many hours of 'Skip"s' time in Victorian Contingent Transport administration.

A further great bonus to the Group was the fact that the wife of the new G.S.M.‑Mrs.Nance Rashleigh ‑ volunteered to undertake Warrant Training, which she quickly completed. Her assumption of control of 'B' Cub Pack in 1962 was to begin some 20 years of great influence on the lives of many young boys passing through that Pack. Not content with just her Warrant to provide expertise, 'Akela' in due course decided to embark on the demanding wood Badge Course and in May 1965 the Award was duly presented to her..

Currently (1986), Nance occupies the post of District Cub Leader. Her installation came at a time when well‑merited retirement after long service was uppermost in her mind. In the true spirit of the Rashleigh family in Scouting, she had responded to the urgent pleas of the D.C.

As we shall see later in this History, the twin sons of Rich. and Nance Rashleigh, namely Peter and David, after passing through to Rovers with distinction were also to become efficient and hardworking Leaders with our Group. We have been fortunate indeed to have acquired back in 1962 a family so devoted to the Movement.

A firm believer in the precept that a Scout Group should be run as a sort of 'benign Dictatorship', the efficacy of this Scout principle has certainly been proven in our Group over the years. Moreover, 'Skip' has always been able to select and attract dedicated and good Leaders, and equally dedicated Committee members, many of both sections giving quite long service.

With the retirement of Thor Schache, Peter and David ScottYoung, and Noel Dobson, all of whom had contributed so much in the difficult years of Leader shortage, 'Skip' Rashleigh had to seek replacements, plus increases for all Sections. An important acquisition in 1962 was the enrollment of Mr.Arthur Batten as Scout Master and he was to provide, for some years, the strength needed for that all‑important position. We should note here as a matter of minor interest, that there was no family connection between Mr.Arthur Batten and Mr.George Batten of long‑standing prior service. In the short term, the G.S.M.. looked after Seniors and Rovers with the assistance of the third of the Queen's Scout awarded Scott‑Young family ‑ Jim. In 'A' Pack Cubs Miss Margaret Douglas was joined by Mr.Bruce Mackay whilst 'B' Pack were led by Mrs.Janice McGown and Miss Carol Mepstead.

In 1963, Mr.Arthur Batten as S.M.. received the support. necessary for that Section from Mr.Mackay by transfer from Cubs plus a new addition in Mr..Max Richards and assistance from Rob. Coysh. Mrs.Nance Rashleigh had taken over control of 'B' Pack Cubs and another fine Leader of similar calibre was found for 'A' Pack in Mrs.Alison Walter. Significant of her calibre was the prestigious Wood Badge Award earned by her in November 1963. To assist the G.S.M. in the running of Seniors and Rovers, Mr.David Scott‑Young returned for a further short term.

1964 brought more changes in leadership for Seniors and Rovers when two men of very high quality were enlisted, Mr.Peter Knowles for the former and Mr.Hugh Grayson for the latter. They were both to have considerable influence to the good for quite some years. Mr.Grayson, in particular, served the Group well for a long period leaving only in recent years to take on the responsibilities of Area Rover Leader. For 1965 and 1966 the above two new Leaders received the valuable assistance of Mr.Robert Butcher.

With the granting of twelve months leave‑of‑absence to Mrs.Walter, Mr.Lance Baddeley in 1965 took over control of 'A' Pack Cubs, and for a short time he was assisted by Miss Margaret Mountford and Mr.Robert Webster and then later in the year, on retirement of the latter, Mr.Ian Shepherd joined as a replacement.

In 1965, the Group lost the services, through marriage, of Miss Carol Mepstead who had been with the Group approximately six years, including the 'difficult period'; indeed for a time she was the sole Leader for 'B' Pack. Her boys were able to show their appreciation of her efforts and popularity by forming a Guard of Honour at the Methodist Ladies' College Chapel marriage ceremony. Though the loss of Carol was a considerable blow, excellent replacements were soon forthcoming in the persons of Mrs.Rosemary Batten (wife of Arthur) and Mrs.Ann Mitchell, mother of one of the Cubs.

So by early 1966, considerable stability in Leaders had been achieved and those named above were to continue for some years, particularly Rover Leader Hugh Grayson as mentioned previously. Further blessings had accrued too, by the wives of the G.S.M. and S.M. joining Cub Section ‑ Mrs.Rashleigh and Mrs.Batten. Mrs.Norma Grayson, wife of the Rover Leader, was also to shortly join the Committee and she, along with Mrs.Peg Graham who had joined the latter in 1962, together with Mrs.Nance Rashleigh were to provide the drive and enthusiasm on fund‑raising Committees extending over periods of 15‑20 years in each case.

It should be noted here that Committee was re‑organised in 1965 with the separation of the ladies from General Committee to form a Ladies' Social and Fund‑raising Sub‑Committee with Mrs.Peg Graham installed as the first President of a group of 17 ladies.. The President and Secretary of this adjunct of course always attended the General Committee meetings. As in the earlier years of the Group, the role of the ladies cannot be too highly emphasised. Always on hand to provide morning and afternoon teas for Working Bees and suppers 'par excellance' for special occasions at the Scout Hall, to run Jumble Sales, Street Stalls etc.. The ladies, nevertheless, were very much to the fore in organising Fetes, and in the years after 1966 the financially successful 'Lamington Drives' and 'Plant Markets.'

In 1965 with a General Committee of 22 members including, of course, the G.S.M. and other Scouter representation plus the Ladies' Sub‑committee of 17, it can be seen that about 300 of parent families were directly involved in support of the G.S.M. and his Leaders. With the aim of 100% involvement of parents, those not on Committees were frequently rostered to help on working‑bees, bottle drives, transport of boys on outdoor Scouting activities, and of course major fund‑raising efforts such as Fetes.

As a further extension of parent involvement and understanding of the objectives and achievements of the Group, Saturday April 3, 1965, was set aside for display and instruction in an. all‑day event at the Scout Hall titled 'Explanatory Course for Parents'. The holding of the event was unique to the Scout Movement in Australia. A great deal of time and thought was expended in preparation, but this was more than compensated by the resultant achievement as 75 parents plus outside observers availed themselves of the opportunity to attend. It attracted great interest in Scouting circles through to Victorian H.Q. and beyond. The ladies looking after the refreshments‑side served some 120 afternoon teas, 55 dinners and 40 suppers. It speaks volumes for the catering and organising skill of Mrs.Peg Graham that only 410‑0‑0 was withdrawn from Group funds for this provender. Anyone who has sampled the meals of Mesdames Graham, Grayson, Rashleigh and others in ensuing years will know these were not just 'cuppa tea and biscuit' fare.

Another innovation of the new G.S.M. at commencement of his posting was to institute a 'Scouters Council' which was to be held every two months. This was especially valuable in the first couple of years of his tenure when there had been a number of changes in Scouter personnel. It gave the opportunity for integration and consolidation in all Sections to achieve efficient flow‑through of every boy's training from commencement with Cubs through to Rovers. Also, problems could be 'aired' and discussed and any shortages in equipment and ideas for improvement could be noted for presentation to General Committee to resolve in money or material.

Parents in general were also made to feel an integral part of the Group and the Movement when, for the first time(1963), boys after the completion of the 'Going Up Ceremony' and Investiture as Scouts then concluded the ceremony by presenting to their mothers the 'Scout Pin'. A refreshing and popular gesture which has been followed ever since at the function.

At this point we will look at the development of the 'Uniformed Sections'' for the five years 1962‑66. In June 1962 Mrs.Janice McGown, senior Leader of 'B' Pack arranged to combine with an Essendon Group to take 14 boys of the former to Rowallan Scout Camp at Riddells Creek for a weekend camp. Later in the year (September), 33 boys from both Packs attended a Special Cub Camp. Though Scouts and Seniors had participated in Camps since inception of the Group, the afore‑going two Camps appear, from Committee Minutes , to have been the first ones attended by Cubs of our Group.

In the years following, Cubs were able to enjoy many more such events particularly special weekend Camps to which 'Sixers' were invited. The latter became a regular annual event to instruct and implant the qualities of Leadership in these Senior Cubs.

In 1963 it was decided that all Sections would fund the week to week minor operating costs of their own Sections. For example, each Cub at this time contributed super week to cover costs of Proficiency Badge Awards, ribbons for Field Days and other competitions, and so on. Annual Field Days, often held at Wattle Park, were a feature very much enjoyed by the boys. Another popular annual event of this period arranged by District for Cubs was the Soap Box Derby and in 1965 'A'Pack were delighted when they carried off First Prize. Parents, especially fathers,of many years will remember the hours of toil in constructing 'Super Models' to gladden a young son's heart.

Another annual event to which the boys very much looked forward and one which was purely a Group function was Dress‑up Night. In 1965, 'B' Pack conducted a 'Steptoe and Son Night' and here the mothers,‑in particular, will remember for this and all subsequent years the taxing of ingenuity to provide the most resplendent character of the occasion.

Scouts were engaged in these years on familiar pursuits, and 1962 highlights were a hike in the Dandenongs and a snow trip to Mt.Donna Buang. An unfortunate experience at year's end was the cancellation of the annual Christmas Camp as there was only enough suitable camping equipment to service two Patrols. No doubt this would have been a great disappointment, not only to the boys but also to Committee and to parents generally. At least it stirred Committees of the future to greater fund‑raising efforts to ensure this disappointment would never occur again. In the event the boys did not lose out completely that Christmas, as 50 poles were purchased to enable bridge‑building and pioneering work to be practised in our own area.

1963 was largely a year of consolidation for all the new Leaders who were to give stability for some years ahead. Training methods were examined and fine‑honed in all Sections to give integration and uniform consistency. Mr.Arthur Batten as S.M. had a great penchant for the photographic media and his flair and expertise provided an extra dimension to Training by the showing of relevant films. His expertise can be examplified by the V.S.A. appointing him official photographer, both still and motion picture, for the 1964/65 Australian Jamboree at Dandenong. Also Mr.Batten's services were often sought to organise and run fundraising Picture Nights. During this year Mr.Nairn (Senior) presented a fine Trophy to Scout Section for inter‑Patrol competition based on points awarded for activities engaged in during the course of the year.

February 1964 marked a very significant occasion, not only for the Group, but for the Camberwell Scouting area as a whole. The first meeting of the Camberwell South District Association was held to inaugurate the splitting of the Camberwell District into three zones ‑ North, Central and South Administration of one Control for all the Camberwell area covering some 30 Groups had become unwieldy. Our Group had established pride of place 'as 1st. Camberwell South' due to its having been initially formed at the earliest date of all the Groups in the new zone.

Forty eight of our boys attended the 1964 Easter Camp at Gilwell where a 'C' Pennant was secured for the Group, and later in the year at the Sir Godfrey Phillips Camping Competition the boys earned an 'A' Pennant to adorn the Scout Hall for posterity. By years end, after transfers to Seniors had been effected, there were 37 boys on strength. The quality of Leadership and the enthusiasm of the boys were reflected by presentation of 2 Scout Cords, 2 First Class Badges, 18 Second Class Badges and numerous other Proficiency Badges. Also during this year the boys were featured in Channel '0' T.V. on the occasion of their receiving Tetanus Injections from Dr.Brown who administered same free of charge.. It was an example for the community at large to highlight the necessity for such injections. No doubt the stoic expressions in the faces of our boys would have put viewer reservations to rest.

End of year 1964 and early 1965 marked the highlight of the period ‑ the Dandenong Jamboree. Our boys became very friendly with the American Contingent camped nearby and at Camp's end the former presented our Group Flag to the latter for internal competition in the U.S.A. In due course, in reciprocation, Group received a large American Flag.

In 1965 with Scout strength at 40, the Section performed very creditably in earning at the Sir Godfrey Phillips Camping Competitions two 'B' Pennants and two 'C' Pennants and the 'Hoadley Hide" produced two more Pennants ‑ a 'C' and a 'D' to add to the growing store of memorabilia. In 1966 when the splitting of Camberwell into the three new Districts had been fully achieved, Camberwell South District from thence competed in the new 'L.G.Williams Competition' and we were awarded an 'A' Pennant in this first year. This was to commence a string of successes over the next three years (1967/69) when our Patrols earned three 'A' Pennants plus one 'B' pennant in each of those years.

Activity in Senior Troop for 1963 was highlighted by the addition to the Hall Honour Board of the name of C.A.(Clive) Mattingley when he was awarded the Queen's Scout Badge. In April 1964 the Group enjoyed the great fortune of securing from a Canterbury Group the services of a very fine leader for this Section ‑ Peter (Buddy) Knowles. At the outset his avowed intent was to bring all boys in this Section "up to Queen's Scout standard". As history proved this was no idle boast. Six months later, the boys had taken part in and undoubtedly enjoyed three weekend Camps, four one‑day hikes, and weekend rock climbing, and a Survival Camp held at Powelltown. At the end of 1964, out of the 14 boys in the Section, nine received their First Class Badge; this compared to the previous year when two of only seven boys secured their First Class Award. Also in this year two boys and the Group were honoured by the presentation of the Queen's Scout Award to R.G.(Robbie) Coysh, and R.S.(Richard) Howarth.

A similar program of activity was adopted for the following years, and perhaps the zenith for outdoor activity in that period was Christmas 1965 when 'Operation Driftwood' was fulfilled after several months of planning. This event was featured in 'The Herald' and 'The Sun' both in word and picture, and consisted of a trek down the Murray River by raft from Cobram to Echuca, a stretch of the river embracing little habitation except for Tocumwal near the beginning of the route and Barmah and Kanyapella near the end. Eighteen boys on three rafts each 18 feet by 20 feet (6 to a raft), built of pine logs lashed together with extra buoyancy provided by twelve 44 gallon drums, completed the planned 10 day trek on schedule. This was achieved by rafting from 6.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. each day with the boys sleeping on board where no suitable river bank stopping place was available for more secure overnight camping. Boys participating in this adventure of a lifetime still get a glint in the eye when mention of the Operation is made. A glint of a different character is noticeable in the eyes of one mother, Mrs.Peg Graham, upon remembrance. For some days prior to departure the Graham backyard was chest‑deep in 44 gallon drums and rope, whilst the front garden and house, including her refrigerator and those of her friends, contained the accumulated fodder for the 18 boys of considerable appetite ‑ some 540 meals by the writer's calculation.

The training through adventure, like the various activities commented upon above, had great appeal to these boys aged 15 to 18 years when they could test and expand their strength and character. Maybe Mr.Knowles had some sort of prescience of later developments in the Movement when there was a reorganisation and similar methods were adopted as standard training ‑ the Section then being renamed 'Venturer Section'.

Popularity of the Leader and the outdoor pursuits followed, was further exemplified by the fact that Section strength reached 25 boys by mid 1965; the accustomed strength for many years previously had been only 10‑12 boys. Boys going up from Scouts to Seniors over the years had tended to drop out after a short period in the latter, due to schooling and sporting interests. Obviously the challenges and enjoyment were appealing to the boys of this time to stay on. It might also be observed that this was the period when schools, both Private and State,were acquiring their own Adventure Camps, thus cutting across the sort of activities Scouting had traditionally offered.

The year 1966 saw the absorption of a few boys from Seniors from another Group, formerly 28th.Camberwell, with strength in our Group being maintained in excess of 20 boys.. During this year there were eight camps and/or hikes for the boys., and 14 boys completed 27 overnight hikes in groups of two or three. Also, C.W.(Chris) Viney received his Queen's Scout Award plus the addition of the Duke of Edinburgh Award at the Silver Standard, to become the first recipient of the latter in our Group. Training was obviously well advanced for several other boys in the Section towards such achievement, as the following year provided two more boys earning the double Award plus three more Quenn's Scouts plus two more Silver Standard Duke of Edinburgh Awards. This gave a total of nine individual Awards ‑a record not surpassed before or since.

By the end of 1966, Seniors, by their own efforts, had raised X150 in funds and as such monies had to be paid into General Group Funds in accordance with Scout Regulations, the G.S.M. and Committee sought ideas from the boys as to what purpose the money could be earmarked. Also engaging the boys' attention at this time was the possibility of sending one or more of them to the World Jamboree due to be held in the U.S.A. in 1967. Committee had voted earlier in the year to raise $600 or more, if possible, to assist in the approximate $1000 cost per boy. 'Project 67' was also in the planning stages for Seniors. This was to be a trip and hike through challenging parts of the Tasmanian landscape. How these three items fared in execution will be commented upon in the last part of this History ('The 20 Years to 1986').

As previously written, the Rover Crew has always operated in a very much autonomous fashion and there is little to be gleaned on their activities throughout this five year period from Committee Meeting Minutes. In any case, as has also been previously mentioned, a 50 year history of this Section is currently being compiled.

In September 1961 the Minutes noted that four of the nine young men in this Section intended to attend the forthcoming Rover Moot. May 1964 marked the important acquisition for the Section and the Group when Mr.Hugh Grayson was installed as Rover Leader. Mr.Grayson was of similar calibre to Mr.Knowles as far as Scouting precepts and pursuits were concerned. The former, a man of great energy and understanding, was the ideal person to pursue further the excellent training Senior Scouts had received. Participation in adventure activities, though of amore strenuous character, were still a significant part of this Section also, suited to the strengths of young men in the 18‑25 year old bracket.

Of greater significance, Hugh Grayson was well aware of the necessity to guide and help mould the young men under his direction the need to make them fit to assume the responsibilities of wider community, social and business life. Prominent in business himself, he was able to secure over many years excellent Speakers to address the Rover Crew with ensuing discussions on a wide range of subjects embracing business, cultural and moral aspects of life.

Nor was Mr.Grayson's excellence confined merely to the Uniformed Section. With his advent, Square Dancing as a social and fundraising venture for the Group, which had enjoyed a somewhat chequered career in the 1950s, now found a new lease of life. A marvellous Caller and Instructor combined, Hugh gave the monthly gatherings for this event a great anticipatory flavour for all the Group. Attendances of 70 and more taxed the Hall space and the Hall floorboards to the limit.

In October 1964, the Crew embarked on renovating their Den and f25 was voted to help implement this objective. It was also noted in the minutes " €5 received from sale of piano will go towards expenses". This long‑time resident of the Scout Hall had quite a history of its own. Donated in the early 1940s by Mr.Robertson, it had undoubtedly suffered over the years by many hundreds of boys literally pounding out 'Chopsticks" or pieces of similar ilk. In March 1955, Committee had decided to "ascertain its value and then decide its fate". However, its musical properties must still have been of sufficient quality for the Committee in August 1955 to resolve "that the piano be loaned out for the forthcoming Jamboree" (1955/56). A further nine years on from that point in time, one imagines a continued decline would have almost been beyond the expertise of the most proficient Piano Tuner.

Rover strength between 1965 and 1966 was generally held at 12‑15 and several reports of their outdoor activities were noted in the Minutes. In May 1965, the Crew set out on an intended 50 mile hike in mountainous country to be covered in four days. In. the event, due to poor weather conditions including snow, the hike was reduced to three days; nevertheless, 48 miles had been traversed. In August of the same year, eight Crew members entered the District Rover Cross Country Run resulting in the first seven places being filled by our Group plus 26th. place for the other entrant ('no names no pack drill' in respect of the latter). After.this Run, the Crew was addressed by the famous 'miler' John Landy. Maybe his talk had some influence on those present for our Group were to dominate the annual event over at least the next six or seven years.

There was also excellent support for the G.S.M. over this five year period by the Parents' Committee. P4r.Max Nairn had taken over as President in 1961 from Mr.McEwen and the former's three years in the Chair had embraced the first year of Mr.Rashleigh's settling in period (1962). A particularly good rapport was established between the two gentlemen. Similar good relations were maintained when Mr.J.Liley became President for the remaining three years (1964‑66).

Also continuity in the vital roles of Secretary and Treasurer during 1962 was maintained. Mr.A.M.Wilson who had occupied the former position for some years continued for that year and Mr.H.A.Phillips, installed as Treasurer for 1961, also maintained the position for the next two years (1962‑63). In 1963, Mr N.Dobson took over as Secretary for two years and in 1965‑66 Mr.Les Owen followed on in this posting. Mr.K.Mountford was Treasurer for the years 1964‑65 and for 1966 the brother of the G.S.M., Mr.W.(Bill) Rashleigh who was a Chartered Accountant added great expertise in budgeting and financial control generally.

The Group had always been blessed with excellent Secretaries over the years, none more so than Mr.Les Owen, whose very full and thorough reporting in the Minutes must have been of great value to the President and Committee during his three year term of Office. He set a high standard of recording the activities of the Group for future Secretaries to follow and certainly his records are of inestimable value for posterity. Mr.P.R.(Ron) Garland who in 1959 was Auditor for the Group's Books along with Mr.Wallace, assumed this Office on his own in 1960. He was to continue in this posting for many years to follow.

Sub‑Committees too, contained a number of hard working and dedicated parents. In the Building Sub‑Committee of those years there were familiar names from the 1950s in Messrs.Batten and McGown, though the latter was shortly to resign after many years on Group Committee. Newer additions to this all‑important SubCommittee were Messrs.Brownlee, Howarth, McDonald, Coysh and Lockwood.

This Sub‑Committee was hard working indeed, as apart from the new Store‑room erected in 1962 previously mentioned, they had to plan and oversee two major extensions to the Hall in 1963 and 1965. Mr.Sid Howarth, in particular, was especially involved in these considerable events as well as being in charge of all Hall and equipment maintenance duties and there is repeated praise for him in the Minutes. No doubt his abilities as a Builder and the fact that Mr.George Batten had derived considerable experience in the 1950s on similar projects, would have been of great help to him. In the matter of maintenance, Mr.Howarth had to organise Working Bees for painting the Hall , inside and out, plus other general renovations. It has never been an easy task to secure volunteers in this area of operation.

The Ladies' Social and Fund‑Raising Sub‑Committee which we have seen was bifurcated from General Committee in 1965, under the Chairmanship of Mrs.Peg Graham set the solid foundations for considerable fund‑raising involving many thousands of dollars over the next 20 years. Further strength was added to this group of ladies when Mrs.Norma Grayson became Secretary in April 1966.

One of the very significant income‑earners for the future was established during 1966 when the ladies, on 29th.Apri1, made 7000 lamingtons to clear $170. Mrs.Nance Rashleigh was singled out for special thanks on this occasion and no doubt her excellent organising abilities would have ensured the successful attainments of this first event. Though quantities manufactured and profits realised that year may seem small compared to the ever increasing scale of operation of future years, the pattern had been established.

Worthy of mention in Committee personnel was the resignation in June 1960 of Mr.G.O.Rigby and the resignation in August 1963 of Mrs.Begelhole. Both had given long and meritorious Service throughout the 1950s. In February 1966 Mr.George Aspinall resigned, his long association with the Group as Scouter and Committee member being justly rewarded with the 'Thank You' Badge. At the same time two other long‑serving members were similarly recognised. These were Mr.George Batten. of whom much has been recorded previously, and Mrs.Gillies who had filled the demanding position of Envelope Secretarv for some years, as well as considerable participation in other Committee affairs.

Mr.Bruce Lockwccd joined Committee in 1963 and was a VicePresident for the yea=s 1964‑66 along with Mr.T,Brownlee. As organiser of two large Fetes and subsequent Presidency the former was to play an important _ car ` in the Group. Similarly two other gentlemen joined Committee in 1965 ‑ Mr.Laurie Williams and Mr.Rob Kerr and then also were to fill the important President's Chair after Mr.Lockwood. Mr.Williams and Mr. Kerr, in 1965, filled a new and necessary posting as Transport Officers, organising the transport of equipment and personnel for the various camps and outings.

Another new Office was established in 1965, with the appointment of Mrs.Joan Scott as Publicity Officer. In particular, this involved producing a Quarterly Newsletter, later to be expanded to a more glamorous magazine. This admirable contact with all parents filled a need originally projected by Mr.Denis Robertson in the 1940s with his magazine 'Scout‑About' and also the appointment at that time of Mr.Tudball as Publicity Officer. These contact points had been lost for the last part of the 1950s and early 1960s.

Though not much was added to Equipment in 1960‑62, two Gymnasium Mats were purchased in 1960 for f43, and an electric sink heater was donated by Mr.G.Batten in 1961. The small purchases , however, were commensurate wit:. Income for the period. The major source of income for 1960 was from Bottle Drives (€84) supplemented by the Monthly Envelope System (133), Street Stalls (€28) and 'Bob‑a‑Job collected by the boys (f25).

In 1963 a Quartermaster was appointed to look after Equipment and Mr.Conder, as the appointee, was noted in Minutes as being very efficient and dedicated. Major additions to his Store were five tents purchased in August 1963 at a cost of E101 and a further 175 of camping gear purchased in April 1964 prior to the Easter Camping Competition at Gilwell Park. In 1966, Mr.Ron Garland kindly donated a Trailer to the Group, which of course was of tremendous value to the Transport Officers in their conveyance of equipment to and from camps etc.

With the expansion programs for the Group envisaged in Hall facilities and equipment by G.S.M.'Skip' Rashleigh, there had to be a markedly increased tempo in fund‑raising. As a further spur to this area of activity 'Skip' had intimated to Committee in August 1962 the desirability of the Group owning a permanent Camp site. Shortly thereafter Mr.Brownlee reported on the availability of a 14 acre property at Langwarrin, but the latter was sold before it could be investigated.

Until the end of 1966 and beyond, this search for a Camp site was to engage the attention of a number of people, particularly investigations by the G.S.M. and Messrs. Howarth, Lockwood and Williams. A substantial number of leads were followed up and properties from 20 acres to 600 acres were explored, but none fell within our requirement parameters. The site had to be east or south‑east of the Scout Hall, about 40‑50 acres with running water and no more than 2‑3 hours distance in car travel, plus, of course, reasonable price and terms of payment. In spite of constant reminder on the Agendas of nearly every Committee Meeting for at least six or seven years from 1962, and in spite of the expertise provided by Bruce Lockwood and Laurie Williams as professional Real Estate and Property Agents and Developers, the Group could not acquire its much sought objective. By the 1970s time had run out as prices for suitable areas had stretched beyond the Group's financial capacity.

Fund‑raising, however, did increase dramatically in 1962 and beyond, culminating in two large‑scale Fetes held at the Scout Hall in October 1965 and 1966. During 1962 the Monthly Envelope System, pertaining for a number of years, was abandoned and in lieu a fee off 4 per boy per annum, sufficient at that time to cover Hall operating costs, was introduced. The Treasurer took charge of this function, no doubt to the delight of Mrs.Gillies who had operated the previous time‑consuming monthly job over many years; Mrs.Gillies, nevertheless, remained on Committee for a further period‑of time. She arranged a Concert Party Night featuring 'The Hartwell Players' for which 180 tickets were sold.

At the August 1962 Committee Meeting , Mr.Rashleigh advised he had noted the recent success of a local Church in running a 'Garden Plant Auction' and suggested this should be kept in mind as a future Group fund‑raiser. The idea, in fact, was incorporated as a Stall in the 1965 and 1966 Fetes, and in later years was to stand alone as a major source of income, advertised and well‑known as the 'Plant Market'. For the 1966 Fete, Mrs.Rashleigh had purchased in June and looked after i80 worth of azaleas.

Twice yearly Bottle Drives continued as a good revenue source but from 1963 onwards were conducted on a much greater scale than had applied for some years. The boys in the Group were given a target to each collect 10 dozen 'empties' prior to Drives and Cubs in particular responded well. On 'Drive Day' itself parents also responded to a greater degree than ever before, and Minutes noted on the October 1964 'Drive' 48 parents attended as well as a higher proportion of the boys. From thence onward this sort of participation was common, with not only fathers 'doing the rounds' but many mothers also becoming involved by stacking the 'empties' at the rear of the Hall. The November 1965 collection and stacking of 1,300 dozen bottles is a sample of this activity. 'Drive Days', apart from the hard work, became quite festive and social occasions and, together with the very successful Square Dance Nights led by Mr.Hugh Grayson, built up a strong and binding Group spirit which had permeated all Sections ‑ boys, Scouters and parents alike.

The Ladies' Sub‑Committee were constantly organising Picture Nights and Theatre evenings, plus newer ventures in Morning Teas and Progressive Dinners (one in April 1965 raised nearlyi39). Car Rallys were another new feature of the times providing both revenue and great enjoyment en route and, at target point, a popular barbecue meal. Oft times the ladies called on the services of Mr.Peter Knowles and his Seniors to set the Course problems. One can see the fertile imaginations of Mesdames Graham, Grayson and Rashleigh and the ladies in general were being constantly exercised in organising new events and occasions that achieved a combination of enjoyment and revenue. A 'Beetle Evening' involving the familiar and popular 'Beetle Game' played with dice was organised by Mrs.Graham in May 1964 and raised‑417.

A pleasing gesture occurred when the ladies, in September 1965 organised a dinner and evening entertainment for the Scouters and their spouses or apposite partners held at the South Camberwell Tennis Club. It was a well‑deserved tribute greatly appreciated by the Scouters, which became an annual custom for some years.

In spite of the spate of fund‑raising activity throughout the period, Group cash balances by mid 1965 had never managed to rise significantlv. Indeed, in March 1963 credit balance of 4219 became a c=edit balance of x.23 in February 1964 with restoration to.6290 by mid year. Cash reserves were being constantly turned into other Assets in the form of equipment and Hall facilities. Some reflection of this was the increase in insurable Values. In August 1963 to Building was insured for €6,500 with Contents at Z41,000 to be updated in December 1965 to A12,000 and :1,500 respectively.

As new money was being raised it was being spent promptly, but this policy born of some necessity to provide the best possible for the training and enjoyment of the boys, in the eve.^.t had good merit and result. It maintained the constant interest and cohesion of parents in fund‑raising activity. .

Costs, of course, were ever on the increase and the Treasurer retorted in Cctober 1964 that approximately £600 was needed to run the Group efficiently. So a major effort involving all, or most, parents was necessary, particularly to finance Hall extension plans already completed plus those proposed. Some revenue was being provided by introduction of a Building Levy. This was payable by parents of 'New Chums' upon their entry to the Group and raised €12 in 1964, ,165 in 1965 and the Dollar equivalent of 184 in 1966.

Organised by the Ladies and co‑ordinated by Mr..Bruce Lockwood, a Fete was held at the Hall on 9th.October 1965 with stalls set up for "White Elephant' goods, sweets and cakes, soft goods, plants and shrubs plus toys on which purchases of ,100 had been made. The highly successful venture recorded a Net Profit of,‑i:539. In addition the sale of 'Hush Puppies' shoes made available by Mr.Mountford and marketed by Mrs.Jeffrey over a period of some months netted in excess of4220.

The latest Hall restructuring costing J1880 and completed in time for the 31st.March 1966 Annual Parents' Meeting had really drained finances to the.extent that an overdraft had been arranged with the C.B.C. Bank for f750 (becoming $1500 in 1966 with the introduction of Decimal Currency). The loan was repayable at $500 p.a. over three years and was guaranteed by six parents of the Group. Also, Camberwell Council had made available an interest‑free loan of $1400 repayable at $100 p.a. over 14 years. Of some assistance, though admittedly covering only bare essential operating costs for the Hall, was the doubling of the boys' Subscriptions for 1965 to 1320 (c.f. 1964 ‑ i150) .

Following upon the success oz the 1965 Fete, a similar venture was embarked upon, and advertised widelv in 'the Press' for October 29, 1966. On Sundav 23rd.October at 1.40 a.m. a Committee member, whilst proceeding homeward from an evening out, noticed smoke and flame emitting from the Hall. Quicklv contacting the Fire Brigade, the latter had the fire under control within minutes of arriving, but not before damage of nearlv $4000 had been sustained. Proven bevond reasonable doubt to have been deliberatelv lit, the fire had burned out much of the west wall plus considerable flooring, and also smoke and water damage to some equipment. Toys and some 'White Elephant'goods stored at the Hall for the forthcoming Fete had likewise been destroyed.

Fortunate indeed was the Group to have a man of prompt action to rectify this traumatic situation. Mr.Bruce Lockwood had the damage assessed and builders on the job replacing the flooring and other damaged sections on the Monday, less than 48 hours after the fire's discovery. Thus the Fete, including new stocks for the Toy stall, went ahead as planned on the following Saturday, to such good effect that $1434 Net Profit resulted from the event. Nor should we forget the many willing hands, even persons outside the Group, who worked so hard in the Sunday clean up after the fire.

As far as the Hall and surrounds were concerned, over the seven year period we see from the Minutes that the footpath from Glen Iris Road to the Hall was finally paved mid 1960 at a cost of J36, of which the Council paid half. The Council were far more generous when, in June 1961, they advised they would defray the whole of the cost of connecting a new water service to the Hall.

We noted earlier that the Store‑room addition was completed in 1962 but the price accepted of 1140 had escalated to 1229 entirely due to a general overhaul consisting of two new front entrance panel doors, patching of floors and replacement of weatherboards.

In 1963 the Building Sub‑Committee was empowered to spend up to A1300 to extend the Hall at the rear ‑ a distance of 20 feet with a width of approximately 31 feet, plus replacement of the roof structure along the eastern area of the Hall. This restructing was effected by steel truss sections along the old length of the Hall (40 feet) plus, of course, the new 20 foot extension. The 620 square foot extension was necessary to assist in the accommodation of an extra Scout Patrol, as 50 boys were enrolled in Scout Section at March 1963. Mr.Sid Howarth, in particular, gave great service in drawing up the plans and then overseeing the construction work. Commenced in 1963, the project was completed by the end of February 1964. The £1331 paid out to the contractors was very close to budget, especially as replacement of part of the existing floor had been included.

April 1964 saw the acceptance of a quote for f220 to line the walls of the Hall and to rectify further roofing problems. However, the most ambitious project yet was discussed in May 1965 and plans were drawn up to conform to the G.S.M.'s latest requirements. These plans incorporated a further widening of the Hall by 12 feet along the whole length of the Hall ‑ 60 feet after the 1963/64 extensions, to give an increased area of 720 square feet. In addition, the kitchen at the front of the Hall was converted to a Den for the Senior Scouts, and a completely new and modern kitchen installed on the eastern side in the new 12 foot extension. The Scouters' Office was also repositioned from the south west corner to its present south east corner. Finally, the old 'Wonderheat' fireplace was removed and replaced by the present large open‑hearth fireplace and, of course, the necessary chimney. The latter has been a boon in winter months for all Sections of the lst Camberwell South community over the past 20 years.

This significant expansion of facilities was completed in time for the Annual Parents Meeting on 31st.March 1966, with the official opening being performed by the Mayor of Camberwell, Councillor H.Watson. Apart from subsequent substantial additions and renovations, including expansion of the Store‑room on the northwest corner, and the fairly recent Toilet facilities added to the rear of the Hall, the 1966 additions completed the Building which has served the Group very adequately ever since. The total area of the Hall then stood at 68'8" by 43'2"(or nearly 30 Sauares), and for the boys incorporated six Scout Patrol rooms plus substantial Dens for Rovers and Senior Scouts.

To highlight the 1963/66 achievements in this area of operation, it was reported at the March 1966 Parents Meeting that some $9000 (4500) had been expended in improvements over the preceding four year period.

The very fire Scout Hall now achieved was a fitting way to complete the first 50 years of the Group's history. To recognise the latter distinction, a special Jubilee Celebration was held on the 25th.Sectember 1966 to which all contactable associates of former years were invited. The Ladies, as always, were entrusted with the catering arrangements for the expected 200 adults and 90 children partaking of the buffet dinner. Also attending, were a further approximate 100 for the afternoon and evening festivities. The numbers expected were pretty well achieved on this special day, and all who attended voted it a marvelous occasion.

The Last 20 Years (1967‑1986)

Reading through the Minutes and Scouters' reports over the years, 1967 was a most memorable one for the Group and an appropriate one to start reminiscing over the next 20 years , culminating in the celebration of the 70th.Anniversary ‑ 1986. Let's take a glance over the past 20 years.

1967: After the calamitous fire just prior to our Fete last year, the Hall was restored and we were again ready to tackle another year. This year the Bottle Drive was to be handled by the fathers, divided into Patrols of eight, and this effort resulted in a return of $164. A $55 donation by various groups to come to our aid after the fire will be used to purchase a new Wolf's Head. Mr.Linc Burchett will take over the publicity of the Group and produce News Sheets. Boys from 8th.Camberwell, a Melbourne Grammar Group, travelled with our boys on buses to the Queensland Jamboree. The boys worked very hard and everyone enjoyed the new experience. The 'Welcome Home' to Tony Futcher and Andrew Graham from their visit to the World Jamboree in America was attended by approximately 200. Their talks and films were greatly appreciated. Peter Knowles tendered his resignation and as one Scouter remarked that although "no man is irreplaceable', anyone knowing Peter would say he comes closest to proving the old maxim a fallacy. A marquee was purchased for $100 ‑ 27'x18' to be used as an eating centre for the Jamboree and future Camps.

Mr.Burchett submitted a Cover drawn by Geoff Coleman, a Rover, and it was agreed that the title 'Rolling On' would be used for future News magazines.

1968: This year new changes are being made by the V.S.A. on the Lay side and the Secretary, Mr.Owen will work on this. An Executive Committee and various Sub‑Committees will be formed. A most memorable Explanatory day "Your Son, Your Scouter and You" will be well‑remembered by the parents of 1968. More than 100 parents attended this day and were able to witness the wonderful displays put on by the boys and their Leaders, not forgetting the inspiring talks by each Section Leader. A book was distributed to every parent attending and this was set up in the usual high standard of the Group. Ross McTaggart of the Rover Crew painted a mural on one wall of the Rover Den and did a splendid job ‑ this mural can still be viewed today. The Fete held on 9‑"*‑,.November was most successful, the weather perfect and the many helpers were rewarded by a profit of $1600 for the Group. With the new Patrol system of fathers, the Bottle Drive, netting $200, was the best‑ ever.

1969: The major objective for this year was to be the procuring of a Camp site. As any parent who has serve on any of the Committees would  recall the amount of work ‑‑'‑‑is had entailed over the years. The great joy of hearing that a deposit of $250 had been paid on a site with t'_^. good terms of price S 4 6 9. , deposit $2250, balance over 2 years, interest at 7% was very short lived, as the owner withdrew the property from sale. David Syme of 'B'Cub Pack was first Cub in Camberwell to receive a 'Dolphin' Badge which required him to swim 10 miles ‑ well done, David. During the year, one o f the tests ' B' Pack were endeavouring to learn was 'How to be Thrift‑7' and here are some of their hints: When having a bat:, don't stuff the soap down the plug hole! Don't put your lunch in the waste bin at school! Collect horse manure! ... and to top them off, one lad (now a doctor): If you are going down the street to buy a pair of shoes for 2/‑, wait until next week, because they might be 1/‑ and then you buy them!

1970: Instead of a Working Bee, it was decided to have the Hall painted at a cost of $275. This cost was quickly accepted, but the fathers didn't entirely escape as there were always other repairs to be attended to. A separate Jamboree Committee was selected to raise $800 towards the cost of the Queensland Jamboree. At this time, parents became super salesmen and saleswomen as the goods for sale ranged from sides of lamb, 'rugs, chocolates, sheep manure to chickens. The Rovers organised a most successful Car Rally (despite a scarcity of petrol) and combined it with a Queen's Scout Presentation to John Futcher, also a "For Service' Badge was awarded to f1rs.Peg Graham. This is one of the top Awards presented on the Lay side of Scouting, and it is made available as sparingly as the top Awards to Scouts. Peg was the first person in 50 years of the Group to receive this Award. Laurie Williams, as President, urged everyone to keep thinking 'Fete' to ensure the success of this year's Fete. He wasn't disappointed as the Fete was again an outstanding success and resulted in a final figure of $2109.

1971: V.S.A. fees were to be increased by $1 to $7 and as usual this caused some discussion. Graeme (Chubby) Moor was selected to attend the Jamboree in Tokyo and the Group agreed to $300 assistance. This year would be a memorable one for David Rashleigh as he obtained the Duke of Edinburgh Award at the Gold Standard. At the time David received this high Award which he had most faithfully and diligently earned, there were only five other recipients in Australia. Congratulations, David, well done! Scouters were issued with waterproof jackets which cost the Group $8 each and were greatly appreciated. Ladies' Committee decided to alter the name to Ladies' Auxiliary in the hope that this might create greater appeal than the present name. This was short‑lived and reverted to Ladies' Sub‑Committee. Despite all the rain, our first Father and Son Camp at Tidal River will be well remembered by the boys and Dads, with Alan Cocks taking high honours as First Class Camp Cook. The menu outdid our first class hotels.

1972: At the Father and Son Dinner, which was this year increased to 80cents per head, the Guest Speaker was Mr.Kevin Arnett, and although he was quite entertaining, he in turn had his eyes opened at the first Scout function he had attended, and marvelled at the excellence of the food and the general arrangements. When the Rovers went to the Flinders Ranges four of them completed their 50 mile hikes. What an achievement!

1973‑1974: A Scout's description of a 'Going Up' ceremony at Kurth Kiln reads:‑ "The Scouts tried to make a bridge for the Cubs to cross over the weir, but because of insufficient drums, it collapsed and some of the boys had an unexpected bath, so they made a raft which was pulled from one side to the other." He also mentioned that the L.C.M.s added glamour to the camp. With the introduction of the "New Look' of Scouting, different challenges were to be attempted and at the now annual Father and Son Camp all were put to the test. A report from one father was the dreaded moment when his Patrol were called upon to do the washing up. He was quite sure the pots and pans had been smuggled in from all over Victoria. One boy remarked how well the parents coped with the washing and drying up and put it down to the fact that the parents had more experience than the boys. The Working Bee conducted over two sessions must surely be remembered! It was such a cold day and one father turned a shade of deep blue, despite his four or five pullovers. Another father looked like an astronaut with his electric spray outfit strapped to his back, and who single‑handed painted the whole rear wall, plus three houses over the creek when the wind changed. A CarTreasure Hunt was held in conjunction with the Guides and the profit of $2 shared. A cheque for $1 was duly sent to the Guides. Again the salespeople were on the job with a diverse number of products. Umbrellas, blankets, chocolates, manure ‑ this is, of course, quite apart from the thousands of lamingtons which were made each year. Arthur Batten, better known as 'Sparks', left the Group after many years service. The Scouts did well to win the Southern Scoutcraft Shield and Great Race.

1973 was also notable for the fact that Rovers Ron Reed and David Rashleigh completed their B‑P Award, the highest achievement available to a youth member of the Scout Association and were presented with their Award in Play by Area Commissioner John Noke.

This was followed later in the year with the presentation by His Excellency the Governor of their B‑P Award Certificate at Government House. 

1975: It was interesting to read in the 1975 'Rolling On' a 'Wanted' advertisement ‑ "Wanted: One bright fearless male, preferably with hair, as he is likely to lose plenty, willing to spend 1h hours every Monday night and several other hours per week, thinking; able to kick a football but need not be an expert. Someone who is crazy enough to want to dedicate a part of his life to young people. Apply now before the opportunity is missed. Note: Any females who may qualify can also apply." 

The Rover Crew was fortunate enough to receive two articles of priceless history. Mrs.McGown of Glen Iris presented the Crew with a Cup and a Plate that were used for the Investiture of Rovers into the John Gardiner Rover Crew in the 1940s and 50s. On the back of the Plate are engraved the names of Invested Rovers including those of Mrs.McGown's two sons Ian and Robert. 

1976: At the Annual Meeting of this year attended by a record number of parents, special Lay Awards were presented by John Lacey, the District Commissioner. The 'For Service' Badge was presented to Mrs.Helen Syme, Mrs.Norma Grayson, Mrs.Pat McCormick, Mr.Noel Prossor, Mr.Eric McCormick and Mr.Linc Burchett. These parents had given many years service to the Group and well deserved the Award. Congratulations were also extended to Hugh Grayson, the Rover Leader who received a Long Service Award. Due to a change in policy of the V.S.A., a Raffle was permitted for the first time and the handsome amount of $1400 was the result. Let's put this bit quietly ‑ the first prize of a 22" Colour Television was won by none other than the President. After that we had quite a few offers to take on the Presidency. After three or four years, the sale of blankets ceased with a final total profit between $500 and $600. The Rovers‑competed and came first and third in the Goulburn River Raft Race.

1977: A wonderful start to this year was the bestowing of the "Silver Acorn" Award to Rich.Rashleigh. This is the second highest Award in Scouting and the Governor, Sir Henry Winneke spoke at some length of Rich's many achievement in the Movement. The Scout Section won three 'A' Pennants in the Stradbroke Cup three firsts from three Patrols ‑ Good work!. For the first time in the 12 years of the District Cubs Swimming Carnival, 'A' Pack won the coveted Jubilee Swimming Trophy. 21 Cubs were entered in the events and every one of them gained a place. Understandably, great jubilation followed.

1978: After many years a decision was made to cease collecting bottles and papers. The bottle collection spanned many years and any parent involved in this activity will still have the sound of clanging bottles and broken glass ringing in their ears. The super‑salespeople now took to selling doorknobs and Thermos flasks. 'A' Pack Cubs had a wonderful weekend at the John Gardiner Ski Lodge at Mt.Baw Baw and produced many Dare Devils on the ski slopes. At the 'B' Pack camp at Reefton the boys had fun kayaking, hiking and treasure hunting. On the Sunday‑a roast dinner was turned on followed by five large pavlovas made in camp by "Badger" (Alan Cocks); they went down 'finger‑lickin good'. Ten members of the Scout Section joined in the Jamboree of the Air and they thoroughly enjoyed the experience of talking to other Scouts from Victoria, interstate and New Zealand.

1979: This year should surely have been the Red Letter Year as the Toilet Block was installed at the Hall. This project had been discussed at so many Committee Meetings over the years that along queue of parents were vying for the position of being the first to christen this wonderful achievement. On a not so jocular note, Nance Rashleigh,'Akela' of 'B'Pack for such a long period, retired from service although not from Active service as Nance was still a great leading light of the Group and remains to this day a member of the District Team. A wellearned and most successful Farewll Evening was held in her honour which Nance greatly appreciated. In this year, girls were admitted to both Venturers and Rovers. Chicken manure was now to be sold at $1 per bag, and it had to be physically harvested, bagged, carried and delivered by both boys and adults alike. The first seeds of our future Plant Markets were sown when Lesley Laing suggested having a Plant Market. A Sub‑Committee was set up and from there our Plant Markets have grown. At the 'Plant Fiesta', which raised $3725, hamburgers were sold for 50c.and Hotdogs for 45c. In recognition of their service to Scouting, Long Service Awards were made to Peter Wotherspoon, David Rashleigh, Bruce Mackenzie and Phillip Garland.

1980: Hugh Grayson retired from the Rover Section as he had been appointed Assistant Area Commissioner for Rovers. A Farewell Night for Hugh was a great success. The Father and Son Camp at Cumberland River was really great and 72 participated in the events of the weekend.

1981: 'A' Pack was again victorious at the Cub District Swimming Sports. David Rashleigh was awarded the Medal of Merit by the Governor of Victoria; an Award which was more than well‑earned ‑ congratulations, David. Philip Anderson earned his Long Service Medal and Bruce Fraser his Wood Badge. The Venturer Unit held a most successful Dinner for their parents. The boys did a really good job and the parents really enjoyed the night. 1982: A quote of $2260 from I.& M.Stiglec to paint the exterior of the Hall was accepted by the Committee. A wonderful time was had by all the families who attended the picnic held at Hanging.Rock and organised by the Rovers led by the Rover Adviser, Peter Rashleigh. A $450 profit resulted from the terrific 'Spit Roast' night held at the Grayson's. The neighbours were very envious of the tantalising aroma coming from the smoked turkeys. Nance Rashleigh was presented with a 'Bar' to her Long Service Badge for her 20 years dedicated service to Scouting. Three of our Scouters were in the Advance Guard to the Queensland Jamboree and the equipment taken by our Group was insured for $30,000.

1983: Two top Awards for two of our top Scouters. Rich. Rashleigh received the Silver Kangaroo Award and Hugh Grayson, the Bill Waters Rover Award. Everyone would know just how much work these two men have given to Scouting to earn these Awards. The Plant Market this year realised the substantial profit of $7000 and a special Thank You was expressed by the Committee to the Plant Market Sub‑Committee.

1984: A report from the Ladies' Sub‑Committee stressed that their function had changed somewhat over recent times. Basically, it was still a fund‑raising Sub‑Committee but as there was not the number of mothers available to attend small functions, the Sub‑Committee decided to look to two big fund‑raising projects namely the Lamington Drive and Plant Market.

1985: In the L. G. Williams Camping Competition our Scouts achieved five top positions, with one Patrol getting a perfect score. The Cub Section attended the Billy Cart Cross and the boys had a 'wow' or a day. This year, the 20th anniversary of the Lamington Drive was celebrated, and many once‑familiar faces returned to the Hall to mark the occasion and renew old friendships. Listed here are the outstanding statistics complied by Norma Grayson: - First year 1966 – 609 dozen @ 40c per dozen, profit $166 – 20th year 1985 – 1920 dozen @$3 per dozen, profit $3000. Over the 20 years 29,460 dozen were made using ingredients of 4310 kg icing sugar and 6725 litres of chocolate dip. Over these productive years the lamingtons produced a profit of $24,895. Suffice to say, this amount just didn’t ‘happen’. It has taken the full co-operation, unstinting service and sheer hard work of many people from the youngest Cub to the oldes grandmother. The devotion of Norma Grayson and Nance Rahsleigh should not go unrecorded – ‘Vale’ Lamington Drive.

1986. A new venture was undertaken by the Ladies Sub-committee in the sale of Hot Cross Buns and a sizeable profit of $1400 was made.​

This is only a summary of the last 20 years and errors and omissions should be excepted. Hopefully it will assist you in recalling the memories and anecdotes you may have of your association with our Group.

‑‑‑oooooo0000000000000000oooooo‑​--
None of the previous pages could have been written without the dedicated work of our Scouters of which some have given long service to the Group and even those who gave short term service were all part of this prestigious Group of 1st Camberwell South. Scouters: Group Scout Leader ‑ Rich.Rashleigh

'A' Pack ‑ Margaret Douglas, Ian Shepherd, Lance Baddeley, Sally Graham, Alison Walter, Ann Mitchell, Val Albers, Bruce Mackenzie, Lyn Ford, Julie Hosking, Penny Graham, Nicki Bradbury, Don Tomkins, Earl Keller, Glenys Stevenson, Michael Hellwig, Glenys Reeves.

'B' Pack ‑ Jan McGown, Nance Rashleigh, Rosemary Batten, Carol Mepstead, Ann Daley, Julie Fiske, Kim McCormick, Sue Rashleigh, Tracey Batten, Louise Madigan, Margaret Walsh, Peter Gillieron, Sue Caslake, Kate Will, Traci Fryer, Graham Oliver, Robert Nash, Wayne Willoughby.

Scout Section:‑ Arthur Batten, Bruce Mackay, Max Richards, Rob Coysh, Graeme Moor, David Rashleigh, Phillip Garland, Peter Wo therspoon, John Raabe, Henry Zlabek, Alan Cocks, Paul Fiske, Peter Shue, Gary Tuck, Bill Holt, Bruce Caslake, John Collier, Ray Ffrench, Peter Ford.

Venturers.‑ Peter Knowles. Jim Mulholland, John Stow, Rob Butcher, Bruce Fras‑er, Roger Cunnington, Alan Cocks.

Rovers ‑ Hugh Grayson, Peter Rashleigh, Penny Graham.

Recalling many years ago, Rich. always maintained we have five Sections:‑ Cubs, Scouts, Venturers, Rovers and Parents. Many of the fifth group (parents) have served on Committees. The names are too

numerous to list but it would be remiss not to mention those of the.

Ladies' Sub‑Committee who served far more than their three year term: Nance Rashleigh and Norma Grayson both serving approximately 20 years. The foundation President, Peg Graham, Secretary Margaret Jeffrey and Treasurer Betty Falconer in 1965 and numerous other mothers to today's 1986 President Pam Perry, Secretary Bev.Holt and Treasurer Judy Becker.

In 1967 the Executive Committee President:‑Jack Liley, Secretary Les Owen, Treasurer Bill Rashleigh and Auditor Ron Garland. Many SubCommittees were formed and Patrols set up and over the years many fathers filled such positions as Hall Warden, Quartermaster, Publicity Officer and Committee Liaison Officer for the Executive. All of these many men are to be highly commended. Cub motto ‑ 'I will do my best' ‑ faithfully adhered to.

Peg.

