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A Pack Cubs

And what a short term this was. But in inimitable A pack fashion we packed it full of Cubbing energy.

Firstly a big welcome back to Emily and Heidi who spent the last six months of 2006 traveling to exotic locals in Northern Australia and India as their father learnt about tropical and exotic diseases and to be better prepared for Cuboree in 2008. A big hellooo must also go to Chris McKillop who is re-donning the woggle and joining the growing list of A pack leaders.
But what have we crammed into first term?
Practising being water wise with water balloon challenges all the water used was saved and budgeted for in our annual allocation what better way to wash Cub uniforms!
Baloo organised a mystery night. For a snippet of his report keep reading.

Slowly a beacon emerges, Nettleton park, but alas - no play. Onwards we cross the mighty Gardeners and we find solace in a patch of native vegetation on the other side of the torrent. Fortunately, previous explorers have provided basic furniture of stools and a quaint square table, so we partake some sustenance.
We cannot stay long adventure beckons.
Heading into the wilds we pass much tall timbers and low grasses to a special road that leads no-where. Luckily a massive overpass of the Monash freeway allows us to view the city skyline and also annoy drivers in their vehicles below. Horns blow as car and truck drivers acknowledge the Cubs, on the swaying concrete structure
To read his full report and more, log on to our all-new website http://apackofcubs.wordpress.com/ where you will find a lot more about the goings on at A pack.
A beach party saw out the end of summer. The Cubs prepared a full three course meal and dined on kebabs, damper, roasted potatoes and corn. A fabulous way to see out the season.
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Some of our number braved the massive crowd in the city to celebrate Founders Day (12,000 Scouts!). Standing on the steps of Parliament House and watching the sea of troop flags (above) moving up Bourke Street was an emotional experience for all. I am sure that the Cubs and families that joined us for the day took home some very fond memories of what Scouting can achieve.
Speeches, cake cutting, official photos and unofficial ones of course (check back soon), culminated in all present renewing our Scout Promise.
We raided the homes of fellow Scouting families in Glen Iris for a Bun Run. Learnt about the three R’s of recycling, reduce, reuse and recycle. Hiked through the wilds of Gilwell and Kurth Kiln for Hayley’s Grey Wolf. In fact this term we have had two of our Cubs complete the requirements for the Grey Wolf award, we are now awaiting signoff from District and Branch, well done Anna and Hayley who are both moving on to the Scout section.
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Finally the term ended with the world premiere of Robin and his hoods recorded live during our last pack holiday at Gilwell Park. Pyjamas were the recommended dress code and all who turned up (even the mum’s in photo above), Cubs and parents had a wonderful night as all the secrets of what happens on pack holiday were presented in living colour and surround sound.

And what of the future? Second term and we welcome a fresh batch of new chums and farewell to Scouts some familiar faces, we are planning on a return to our beach-house for a sleepover, well the Brighton Scout Hall anyway. Anzac day looms large early in the term and a Anzac day looms large early in the term and a group will once more brave the Gunfire breakfasts eggs, sausages and the early morning stillness for the Dawn Service. And a whole lot more to come! For up to the minute reportage from A Pack’s activities bookmark http://apackofcubs.wordpress.com/ .
Happy Cubbing to all and get ready for an action packed second term!
Martin Maher, Akela ‘A’ Cub Pack

B Pack Cubs
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My Last Cub Camp!

On Saturday the 31st of March the 10 year old Cubs of Boroondara went to Clifford Park for a fun and challenging camp. There were 10 Cubs from “B” Pack being helped by Akela, Chil and Baloo.  For me it was my last Cub camp. 

It was one of the few chances in cubs to camp in tents. We did First-Aid Boomerang work and Challenge Valley.  On top of that we pitched our own tents and cooked our own food. Our group’s food was so good that 1st Ashburton and some other cubs came to eat our Kebabs and Hash Browns all prepared and cooked by us Cubs. 

Some of us, who had the energy, went and joined Maroondah District for their ‘Flintstones’ camp fire. Other activities included orienteering, construction (making flag poles) and the wide game.

My next camp will be as a Scout.

Anita Berman, 1st Camberwell South ‘B’ Pack 
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Above: Happy Anna Bechler
Rover Crew

The Rover Crew recently held its AGM. The following office bearers were elected:

John Gillieron – Crew Leader

Benetia McKenzie – Assistant Crew Leader

Leah Gibson – Secretary

Mark Rashleigh – Treasurer

Six slightly soiled Scouts.
Group News

It’s great to see all the sections getting out and about during term one: the Scouts and leaders surviving the hot and dusty Elmore Jamboree; the Cubs enjoying camping at Clifford Park and some hiking around Gembrook; and several of the Venturers competed in the ‘Hoadley Hide’, a 3-day competition hike over Easter. 
Jamboree

A big congratulations needs to go to our super Scout Leaders who attended the Jamboree at Elmore. David Rashleigh led the team, and as usual had the best equipped, best set up and best run campsite on the site, but only with the excellent assistance of Stephen Prossor who kept everyone well fed; Denise Taylor who looked after the health, cleanliness and welfare of the Troop; and our two Singapore leaders, Andy and Diana Bell, who coordinated the activities.
Behind the scenes, Mark Rashleigh spent long, dusty days running the car-driving event, whilst Stephen Watson (ACSL ‘B’ Pack) attended to the welfare of hundreds of Scout in one of the Sub Camp tents also 18 hours each day.
Each of these leaders put in hundreds of hours of hard work to make this such a wonderful experience for the 30 Scouts who attended from our Group. A big thank you is the least we can give you!
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Above: Our Jamboree campsite boasted its very own Jason recliner … accompanied by Chips, having a well deserved rest! 
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Your Fees - where does the money go?

As a not-for-profit organisation, Scouts Australia must account for all money that is received. Each Group must provide an independently audited financial statement to the Group’s families as well as to the Branch HQ every year. As it is fee collection time (just thought I’d get in that quick reminder!) the Group Committee thought it a good idea to explain why it charges families what it does.
Generally our running expenses are fairly consistent year to year, with the exception of our ‘registration’ fees for leaders and youth members that have been dramatically rising over the last few years purely due to excessive insurance premiums. This year we must pay $122 per youth member and $150 per adult leader (a total of approx. $21,000) directly to the Branch HQ, Yarra Valley Region and Boroondara District.

Income

Predominantly our income comes from youth member fees. For the year ended 30 June 2006, the breakdown was (approx):

56%
Subscriptions
13%
Fundraising *

4%
Hire of Hall

2%
Interest

25%
Activities, incl. Group Camp & Jamboree
* It is important to note that during the 2005-06 financial year much of the money raised through fundraising was used to directly subsidise the Scouts attending the Jamboree.

Expenditure

2006 being the year prior to a Jamboree meant there were additional expenses to the usual, with the Group covering the Scout leader’s fees, consumables, maintenance on camping equipment and the purchase of equipment expressly for the Jamboree. The breakdown of expenses for 2005-06 were (approx):

37%
HQ, Region & District Registration fees

28%
Jamboree, Group Camp & Anniversary
9% 
Hall expenses – electricity, phone, water, cleaning, repairs

7%
Badges, Leader uniforms and training

6%
Insurances
5%
New equipment and equipment maintenance
4%
Allocations to each section (Joeys, Cubs, Scouts etc) for running week to week program

3%
New equipment

1%
Committee expenses – postage, paper, phone
1%
Donation to Cresco Park 
Leaders

We have a new assistant Cub Leader for A Pack in Chris McKillop. Chris has been a Cub Leader in a past life, as well as a Parent Helper with ‘A’ Pack and long- term member of the FUNdraising and Catering Committee. Lee Bechler, a parent of three ‘scouts’ has agreed to commence training in readiness to take up an assistant Cub Leader role next year. We thank them for their enthusiasm!

We are looking forward to some more new leaders in the next few months to assist in the Venturers section.

Medical Forms
All overnight or single day ‘remote area’ activities require a ‘Personal Information and Health Record’ form to be completed for each participating member. A copy of this form is attached with this newsletter, as well as available from our website: 

http://www.tennysongraphics.com.au/Scouts/index_files/resources.htm
This form is to be completed and signed by a parent or guardian and handed to the leader in charge at the start of the activity.
Parents must ensure that their child’s medical requirements are known to the leader in charge of the activity via this form.
Robert Nash, Bwana, Group Leader
Group Committee

Farewell: Thanks to Robert Habgood for his fine effort as Hall Warden over the last four years. The wonderful Joey cupboard is but a small legacy for all the work he has contributed in maintaining our hall.
Thanks also to Charlotte Jowett who has made our stock of scarves for the year already. No easy task!
Park Improvements: currently the City of Boroondara is installing new floodlights in the park, and the Scout Group will have access to one light in front of the Scout Hall, through our switchboard.

Fundraising: Our fundraising will ease a little this year, after our good Jamboree effort last year. The program in 2007 will include the Monster Scout Raffle, a Pie Drive (or two) and one or two specific activities to assist three Venturers and (hopefully) two leaders raise money to attend the World Jamboree in England in July-August this year.
Social: The Committee plans to run a family dance social event later in the year. Stay tuned…
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Cuboree 2008
Cuboree is a huge camp for Cubs held at Gilwell Park every three years. The next one is 31st March to 4th April next year. The cost is $250 which includes a Cuboree shirt and hat. Registrations need to be in by the end of October 2007, so start planning now, so you don’t miss out. The theme will be “A World of Wonders” and activities will be based on this theme. Further details will be posted out to eligible Cubs Scouts and leaders directly very soon.
Your Leaders & Committee
	Group Leader
	
	Telephone

	Robert Nash
	
	9889 2337

	Group Committee
	
	

	Bren Wickham
	Group Chairman
	9889 2340

	Carol Brown
	Treasurer
	9809 4269

	Fiona Prossor
	Registrar
	9889 1973

	Andrew Patterson
	Quartermaster
	9889 7764

	Tim Rogers
	Member
	9885 5078

	Donna Melville
	Fundraising & Catering
	9885 8058

	Joey Scout
	
	

	Stef Kitchin
	Bilby
	

	Chris Beanland
	
	

	Benetia McKenzie
	Dingo
	

	Rhiannon Waldie
	Gecko
	

	Cub Scout A
	
	

	Marty Maher
	Akela
	9889 7335

	Allan Melville
	Bagheera
	

	Chris McKillop
	
	

	Rowena Murraylee
	Kim
	

	John Purcell
	Hathi
	

	Max Zapedowski
	Baloo
	

	Cub Scout B
	
	

	Michael Berman
	Akela
	9889 9533

	David Stokes
	Kaa
	

	Lee Thistlethwaite
	Chil
	

	Stephen Watson
	Baloo
	

	Scout
	
	

	Perry Brown
	Stretch
	

	John Gillieron
	Patch
	

	Steve Prossor
	Dingo
	

	David Rashleigh
	Chips
	9800 3645

	Mark Rashleigh
	Small Fry
	

	Denise Taylor
	Boots
	

	Phil Wood
	4BE
	

	Venturer
	
	

	Mark Binks
	Yogi
	9885 2162

	Rover
	
	

	Andrew Masterton
	Rover Advisor
	9387 0504

	John Gillieron
	Crew Leader
	0428 895 595


[image: image8.jpg]



Above: More dusty Jamboree fun!

Produced by 1st Camberwell South Scout Group. Any contributions will be gratefully accepted. Please email articles or photos for inclusion to Robert Nash: nashs@bigpond.com.
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Group Events


Wed 18 April	Going Up Ceremony


	7pm-8pm Scout Hall


20-22 April	Venturer-Rover Camp


	Lorne


30 April	Fees due


Thu 26 July	Leader & Committee Dinner
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